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Oncidium Alliance 


All Flowering Size Plants 
Choose any 6 for $100 ... 
10 for$155 ... 15 for $225 
or all 20 for $280 


(All freight free ... in Australia) 
8948 Alexanderara Henry Wallbrunn 'MAJ' HCC 
8928 Beallara Late Night 'Red' 

8944 Brassidium Shooting Star 'Mustard' HCC 
8941 Colmanara Wild Willie 'Wonka Wonda' 

8959 Colmanara Wildcat 'Pacific Fire’ 

8919 Degarmoara Tropic Beauty 'Rolfe' 

8929 Miltassia Dark Star 'Darth Vader' 

8909 Miltassia Shelob 'Webmaster' HCC/AOS 
8904 Miltonidium Issaku Nagata ‘Bright Day’ 
8816 Miltonidium Issaku Nagata 'Volcano Queen' 
8846 Odontocidium Black Beauty 'Multi Spike" 
8942 Odontocidium Tiger Barb ‘Plenty’ 

8815 Oncidium Kaizumic Delight 'Green Stone' 
8983 Oncidium Mountain Island Gold ‘Sunrise’ 
8933 Oncidium Sharry Baby 'Fantasy #2' Mutation 
8995 Oncidium Sharry Baby 'Tricolor' 

8870 Oncidium Sharry Baby 'White Flash' 

8927 Vuylstekeara Melissa Brianne ‘Shady Ladys' 
8828 Wilsonara Yachiyo 'Sakuragari' 

8838 Wilsonara Zoes Fire 'Satan' 


All Easy Growers (Tolerate extreme heat 
& cold) Prolific flowerers (2 to 3 times per year) 
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From the Editor's Desk 


hat a jammed packed issue this is. Brian Milligan has submitted his 

annual commentary on the Victorian Orchids of the Year. The is a 
great initiative of OSCOV (Orchid Societies Council of Victoria), and one 
that has helped encourage orchid growers in that state to show there plants 
with competitive rivalry, knowing that the best efforts will be awarded. 
Superb framed photographs, inscribed with the plants details, are presented 
at the Annual Dinner that is held in conjunction with the Melbourne 
International Orchid Spectacular that is held annually at Collectors Corner, 
Keysborough in mid-August. 

Of interest to Australian native orchid enthusiasts will be the paper by 
respected botanists and scientists David Jones and Mark Clements regard- 
ing the status of the well known Sarcochilus olivaceus. I know that name 
changes annoy many, but most of these are necessary to correct errors that 
have been perpetuated over the years. I can announce to readers that the 
long awaited update of David Jones’ long out-of-print opus Native Orchids 
of Australia will be released in September 2006. A Complete Guide to 
Native Orchids of Australia will be available at a subsidised price of 
AUD$75.00 through the Australian Orchid Foundation (107 Roberts 
Street, Essendon, Victoria 3040) for orders received before July 31st 2006. 
It promises to be the most comprehensive book ever produced on 
Australian orchid species, with the latest taxonomy. It covers every native 
species, subspecies and natural hybrids. This book provides descriptions, 
distribution data, habitat details and notes for 1304 taxa of Australian 
orchids arranged in 193 genera. The book will be in excess of 500 pages, 
with over 200 line drawings and over 1400 colour photographs. I person- 
ally cannot wait for it to come out! Obviously a full review will appear in 
the AOR once released. 

Still on the native orchid theme, Gary Backhouse has presented a great 
article on Dragon Orchids, along with some stunning photographs. This 
covers a unique group of terrestrial orchids from Western Australia. Whilst 
I was sent a bizarre note along the lines of “The Gynaecologist and the 
Orchid Fairy” a few weeks ago, I can promise there will be an article on 
Fairy Orchids in a future issue of the AOR. Along with one showcasing 
some of the smallest orchids in the world. 

Alan Hope has provided us with some notes and tips on Multi-flowering 
slipper orchids from the genus Paphiopedilum. These have been increas- 
ing in popularity, with a modest collection of these providing blooms 
throughout the year. Jim Brydie, a master grower and Past President of both 
the Kuringai Orchid Society and Orchid SPECIES (NSW) tells of some 
new growing innovations he has seen first hand, and shares this informa- 
tion with readers. Jim has also been experimenting with some new (and 
some not so new) potting mixes for orchids and the results of this will 
appear in the AOR in an upcoming issue. Barry Walker presents a thought 
provoking article on an introduction to pH problems. And I present my 
report on the outstanding Orchids Expo 2005 held in Hamilton, New 
Zealand last September. 

As you will see from the list of upcoming events on the inside back cover, 
there is a lot on in 2006 as the show and fair season gets into full swing. 
There is also advanced planning for orchid conferences to be held next 
year and beyond, so keep this in mind if you are planning to travel, both 
within Australia and overseas, so that you can link your holiday to an 
orchidaceous event! | 

David P. Banks 
Editor, Australian Orchid Review 
davidpbanks @veritel.com.au 
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Calanthe Dogo ‘Theodore’ a 
hybrid between C. discolor and 
C. Hizen (discolor x aristulifera) 
was one of the fine exhibits at 
Orchids Expo 2005 held in 
Hamilton, New Zealand, expertly 
grown and flowered by Ewen 
Perrott. Photo: D.P. Banks 
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he dragon orchids Caladenia subgenus Drakonorchis are a 
4. distinctive group of four species endemic to Western 


Australia (WA), and always ‘excite the imagination when 
encountered in the bush. They are all small, deciduous, terrestrial 
spring-flowering orchids, with a single basal, lax, lanceolate, 


hairy leaf and an erect flower stem bearing a single (rarely two) 
- flower about 15 mm wide and high. All species have similar 


flowers, and for many years were considered as just a single, 


- widespread, variable species. The sepals and petals are narrow © 
and greenish with variable reddish streaks. The dorsal sepal 
- varies from vertical to almost horizontal, while the petals and lat- 


Caladenia longicauda — 
Jerramungup, WA 
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eral sepals are downswept and spreading to lax. Flowering plants 
are generally fairly short, reaching about 10 cm or so in height 
(sometimes taller), although the Common Dragon Orchid 
Caladenia barbarossa can reach 40 cm in height under good 
conditions. 

The labellum is the most distinctive feature of these orchids, 
being curved and tongue-like, and adorned with short hairs or 


‘bristles and shiny dark calli, conferring an insect-like appear- 


ance, no doubt to deceive the male thynnid wasp pollinator. The 
labellum lamina is oval to elongate and gently to sharply curved 
under, the tip almost touching the base of the claw where it 


attaches to the column. The upper surface is covered with sparse 


to dense short bristles or hairs. At its base is a tall, rounded, dark, 
shiny central callus flanked by two smaller calli adorned with 


very short bristles. The lamina is attached to the column by a rel- 


atively long, curved claw that has a pair of curved, forward- 
pointing horns. The tongue-like labellum, shiny, eye-like calli 
and horns provide a fanciful resemblance to a mythical dragon, 
hence the common name for these orchids. 

Where dragon orchids are encountered in the bush, there is 
usually only one species growing there. However, the Hinged 
Dragon Orchid Caladenia drakeoides can occasionally be found 
growing together with the salt lake form of the Narrow-lipped 


_ Dragon Orchid Caladenia mesocera. Both of these species grow © 


well inland, and, in seasons after good winter rains, plants grow 
in amongst the profusion of wildflowers and grasses, and can be 
very difficult to see. Most species occur as scattered, sparse indi- 
viduals, although the Common Dragon Orchid can occur in large 
numbers in the eastern portion of its range. Dragon orchids often 
grow in amongst mixed populations of spider orchids (Caladenia 
subgenus Calonema) and wispy spiders (Caladenia subgenus 


Phlebochila). 


Like many of the spider orchids, the dragon orchids have had 


a controversial taxonomic history (summarised in Hopper & — 


Brown 2001). As long ago as 1839, the then single known dragon 


_ orchid was considered sufficiently distinct to warrant its place- 
ment in a genus separate from Caladenia. However, it wasn’t 


until 1992 when the name Drakonorchis (meaning dragon 


orchid) was first used, in Orchids of South-west Australia 


(Hoffman & Brown 1992), but it was not formally published as 
a new generic name. This wonderfully descriptive name was in 
vogue for a few years, then was subsumed within Caladenia by 


Hopper and Brown (2001), although it was retained as a sub- 
. genus (a taxonomic level not often used) to distinguish these 
orchids from other groups within Caladenia. However, at about 


the same time, David Jones and Mark Clements published the 
name Drakonorchis as one of the new genera in their revision of 
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Caladenia barbarella Kalbarri, WA 


Caladenia barbarossa Frankland, WA 
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Caladenia barbarella Kalbarri, WA 


Caladenia (Jones et al. 2001), although this classification has yet 
to gain widespread acceptance. Certainly the dragon orchids as a 
group are quite distinct from the more typical-looking spider 
orchids, and it is a pity that the wonderful name Drakonorchis 
has been sunk in favour of Caladenia. 


The Species 
Little Dragon Orchid Caladenia barbarella 

This is a rare species with a very limited distribution, occur- 
ring in the lower Murchison River region near Kalbarri, on the 
mid coast of WA. The labellum lamina is sparely bristled and 
strongly recurved, the tip almost touching the base of the claw 
where it joins the column. The horns are positioned between the 
base of the claw and the calli. Although it occurs in a low rain- 
fall area, it usually grows in sheltered situations such as sand- 
stone ledges and under dense Broom Bush thickets on heavier 
sandy loam soils. Occurring so far north, this species has an early 
flowering period, from August to early September. 


Common Dragon Orchid Caladenia barbarossa 

This is the commonest of the dragon orchids, and occurs in the 
far south-west of WA, between the Perth hills and Ravensthorpe. 
It is especially abundant in Wandoo and sheoak woodland 
between Frankland and Jerramungup, where groups of hundreds 
of flowering plants may be seen in good rainfall years. It is eas- 
ily recognised by the relatively broad, densely bristled labellum 
with the horns arising near the base of the tall callus. Although 
the Common Dragon Orchid is a relatively small orchid, it read- 
ily hybridises with one of the largest Caladenia species in WA, 
the White Spider Orchid Caladenia longicauda, to form the 
bizarre hybrid Caladenia xenigma. 


Hinged Dragon Orchid Caladenia drakeoides 


The Hinged Dragon Orchid has a limited distribution between 
Watheroo and Coorow, north-east of Perth, where it grows 
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Caladenia drakeoides Coorow, WA Caladenia mesocera Coorow, WA 


Caladenia drakeoides Coorow, WA Caladenia drakeoides Coorow, WA 
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Caladenia longicauda Jerramungup, WA 


Caladenia mesocera Coorow, WA 


Caladenia xenigma, a natural hybrid between Caladenia barbarossa and 
C. longicauda. Jerramungup, WA 
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Caladenia barbarossa Jerramungup, WA 


around the raised margins of salt lakes. The labellum is markedly 
different from the other three species, and first bends at the inser- 
tion point of the horns, then bends again at the callus mass. The 
apical portion is only slightly curved, and the tip is quite distant 
from the base of the claw. It is an inconspicuous species, grow- 
ing only to about 10-12 cm in height, and seems to be quite rare. 
However, it can be quite difficult to see amongst the herbs and 
grasses with which it grows, and may be more common than cur- 
rent records suggest. 


Narrow-lipped Dragon Orchid Caladenia mesocera 


The Narrow-lipped Dragon Orchid is widely but patchily dis- 
tributed through inland south-western WA. The long, narrow 
labellum has a sparse covering of bristles, while the horns are 
located mid-way between the tall callus and the claw base. There 
are apparently two distinct forms of this species. One has a some- 
what broader labellum, and generally grows on or near rock out- 
crops, while the second form has a narrower labellum and grows 
around the raised margins of salt lakes. 
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Caladenia barbarossa Stirling Range, WA 


Caladenia barbarossa Stirling Range, WA 


Multi-flowering Paphiopedilums 


by Alan Hope 


n recent years we have seen an increasing number of multi- 
flowering paphiopedilums on the show bench as grower inter- 
est increases, due to the expanding range of colours and forms, 
and to their greater availability. This is not to say that multi-flow- 


ering paphiopedilums are new, because a century or so ago many 


of the early hybridisers produced some stunning and desirable 


crosses that are still grown and 
sought after today. 

The resurgence in multi- 
flowering paphiopedilums fol- 
lows the discovery of many 
new Paphiopedilum species 
that provide colours and shapes 
previously unknown to the 
orchid grower. In particular, P. 
micranthum, P. armeniacum 
and P. malipoense from China 
and P.  vietnamense, PP. 
hangianum and better forms of 
P. delenatii from Vietnam, are 
unique finds that have already 
had a huge impact on hybridis- 
ing. 

While the above are single 
flowering species their crossing 
with multi-flowered forms aims 
to bring out the best of both par- 
ents. A recent catalogue from a 
local mail order orchid nursery 
lists around sixty new multi- 
flowering Paphiopedilum 
hybrids for sale. Similarly, a 
review of the orchid magazines 
for new orchid hybrid registra- 
tions, provided by the Royal 
Horticultural Society, indicates 
an expanding worldwide quest 
to develop new and improved 
Paphiopedilum hybrids, many 
of these being multi-flowering. 

Although  paphiopedilums 
may occasionally produce two 
or even more flowers on a 
scape, the true multi-flowering 
forms consistently produce 
either a sequence of flowers in 
which one flower is replaced by 
the next, or a number of flowers 
that open together to give a 
massed display. The sequential 
flowerers generally come from 
the Cochlopetalum Section of 
the genus Paphiopedilum, com- 
prising P. glaucophyllum, P. 
liemianum, P. moquettianum, P. 
primulinum, P. victoria-mariae 
and P. victoria-regina (syn. P. 
chamberlainianum). While 
these species are rewarding to 
grow in their own right, the 
hybridisers have tended to con- 
centrate on a few of these 
species for their desirable char- 
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acteristics — for example, P. primulinum for its sequential yellow 
flowers, P. glaucophyllum and P. moquettianum for their shapely, 
colourful flowers, and the larger-flowered P. victoria-regina for 
flower size. 


Most of these sequentially flowering hybrids tend to be strong 


) 


growers with attractive flowers, and due to their sequential flower- 


ing habit may remain in flower 
for months at a time. P. 
primulinum has been a parent to 
some of the more popular of 
these hybrids, including P. 
Honey (P. philippinense x P. 
primulinum), which was first 
registered in 1979 and remade 
many times since. P. Honey has 
yellow to green flowers with 
longer petals, taking after its P. 
philippinense parent. Others 
proven hybrids with P. 
primulinum as a parent include 
P. Golddollar (x P. armeniacum) 
P. Primcolor (x P. concolor), P. 
Primechild (x P. roth- 
schildianum), P. Elfin Charm (x 
P. fairrieanum), P. Mamie 
Wilson (x P. lowii) and P. 
Henrietta Fujuwara (x P. haynal- 
dianum). In turn, many of these 
primary hybrids have also made 
good parents. 

Another attractive hybrid, cre- 
ated using two sequentially 
flowering species as parents, is 
P. Glaucoliem (P. moquettianum 
x P. liemianum). This primary 
hybrid has colourful and well- 
shaped flowers, some of the bet- 
ter clones haying received 
OSCOV quality awards during 
the last few years. 

Mention was made earlier of 
some of the older crosses. Two 
such primary hybrids, made 
using a sequentially flowering 
species and a multi-flowering 
species as parents, are P. 
Transvaal (P. chamberlaini- 
anum x P. rothschildianum, reg- 
istered in 1901), and P. 
Vanguard (P. glaucophyllum x 
P. rothschildianum, registered 
in 1921). Both produce excel- 
lent flowers that combine the 
best features of both parents. 
These two hybrids are worth- 
while acquisitions, especially if 
you can obtain a division of an 
original plant; however, 
remakes are a good option but 
note that these crosses are not 
quick growers so you will need 
to be patient for them to reach 
flowering size. 
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Paphiopedilum Transvaal. (plant: Hills District Orchids, photo: David 
Titmuss) 


The range of multi-flowering paphiopedilums is much broader 
than the sequential types due to the relatively large number of 
multi-flowering species available for hybridising. Section 
Coryopedilum covers at least eleven species that include P. 
philippinense, P. sanderianum, P. stonei, P. kolopakingii, P. glan- 
duliferum, P. gigantifolium, P. randsii, P. wilhelminae and P. roth- 
schildianum, while Section Pardalopetalum includes P. haynal- 
dianum, P. lowii, P. parishii and P. dianthum. All of these species 
have been used to a greater or lesser extent in hybridising, with P. 
philippinense, P. stonei, P. rothschildianum, P. parishii and P. 
lowii appearing more frequently. While their more frequent use is 
partially a function of time and earlier availability, their specific 
characteristics of shape, size, colour and petal length, including 
their multi-flowering character, were desirable attributes to the 
hybridisers. 


Paphiopedilum Golddollar (plants: Nicky Zurcher, photo: D.P. Banks) 
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Paphiopedilum Berenice ‘Dianne’ AM/AOC and Grand Champion 16th 
AOC Conference (plant: Dendi Orchids, photo: D.P. Banks) 


P. rothschildianum was used extensively in early hybridisation 
to produce some wonderful primary hybrids, including P. A. de 
Lairesse (x P. curtisii, 1895), P. Rolfei (x P. bellatulum, 1901), P. 
St. Swithin (x P. philippinence, 1901) and P. Julius (x P. lowii, 
1914). It was not until the late 1950s that additional sources of this 
species were found on Mt. Kinabalu and further hybridisation 
could commence. Most current nursery listings now provide 
many P. rothschildianum hybrids, including both the older types 
and many new crossings made with the Chinese and Vietnamese 
Species. These new species promise wonderful multi-flowering 


Beer Henrietta Fujiwara (plant: Nicky Zurcher, photo: D.P. 
anks 
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hybrids with the additional benefit that the P. rothschildianum 
parent is an intermediate grower and does not require the higher 
temperatures necessary for some of the other species. However, 
as mentioned with both P. Vanguard and P. Transvaal, you may 
need to wait some time for these multi-flowering plants to reach 
flowering size. 

Some other successful multi-flowering crosses include P. 
Glaucopar (P. glaucophyllum x P. parishii), P. Angel Hair (P. St. 
Swithin x P. sanderianum), P. Harold Koopowitz (P. malipoense 
x P. rothschildianum), P. Prince Edward of York (P. roth- 
schildianum x P. sanderianum), P. Mem. Rolf Bolin (P. glauco- 
phyllum x P. superbiens), and P. Tony Semple (P. lowii x P. hay- 
naldianum). 

There are many other multi-flowering crosses and, depending 
on your available space, you should try some. Most will grow into 
large plants and require extra space to ensure adequate light and 
air movement, and to accommodate the flower scape. I hang my 
plants in a light and airy position and avoid wetting their foliage 
during the cooler months. Some fertilizer is useful for these larger 
plants in the growing season but only at half strength; flushing the 
pot regularly will help to reduce the build-up of salts in the mix. 

The main pests are mealy bugs, slugs, snails and seasonal 
grubs. Mealy bugs are difficult to eradicate as they hide away and 
their eggs remain viable for some time. A systemic spray is prob- 
ably best but follow-up is essential a few weeks later. Be careful 
to protect emerging flowers as the spray can cause damage. To 
control slugs and snails place some snail bait in the pot, even 
when it is suspended, as these pests seem to be able to find a way 
to a choice bud wherever the pot is located. The same applies to 
grubs — continual vigilance, followed by appropriate treatment is 
essential. a 

Alan Hope, 
Email: aehmelb@yahoo.com.au 


Paphiopedilum Bel Royal ‘Dendi’ HCC/AOC (plant: Dendi Orchids, photo: 
D.P. Banks) 


Aussie Shade & Hot Houses can offer you the 
ultimate in plant protection all year round. 
Designed and manufactured in Australia with high 
quality materials, our modular range offers the 
perfect environment for your growing needs. 
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Victorian Orchids 


John Martin and Andrew Francis of Castle Creek Orchids won the coveted Victorian Orchid of the Year 
Trophy for 2005 with Paphiopedilum Fumi’s Delight ‘Castle Creek’ AM/OSCOV. Photo: John Martin. 


of the Year 2005 


he Orchid Societies Council of Victoria (OSCOV) intro- 
duced the Victorian Orchids of the Year competition in 1992. 
Photographs of all orchids that have received OSCOV awards in 
the current year are considered, together with any others submit- 
ted by Victorian growers. Success in this competition relies not 
only on growing an orchid of award quality but also on taking 
photographs of a similar standard. As a consequence, those 
orchids with the highest awards do not necessarily win this com- 
petition. Ninety-four OSCOV awards were granted in 2005 (ten 
Awards of Merit, 61 Highly Commended Certificates, three 
Awards of Distinction, 17 Cultural Certificates, two Awards of 
Quality and one Certificate of Botanic Merit); an additional four 
entries were also received. A number of awards recommended 
during the year were not ratified, either because they were for 
unregistered hybrids or because their owners failed to provide 
the necessary colour slides. The OSCOV Judging Panel met in 
February 2006, first to select the winners in the various cate- 
gories and then to decide the overall winner. The results of their 
adjudications are as follows: 
Victorian Orchid of the Year for 2005 (sponsored by 
OSCOV) was Paphiopedilum Fumi’s Delight ‘Castle Creek’ 
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AM/OSCOV, grown by John Martin and Andrew Francis of 
Castle Creek Orchids in Merrigum. This striking yellow 
Paphiopedilum was also the Victorian Paphiopedilum Hybrid 
of the Year (sponsored by the Stawell Orchid Society) and the 
Victorian Seedling of the Year (sponsored by Atlantis Orchids 
as the Harold and Florence Coker Award). John and Andrew will 
receive OSCOV Gold and Silver Medallions, the OSCOV 
Perpetual Trophy (an original Syd Monkhouse painting of 
Rossioglossum grande), and a large framed photographic print of 
their orchid. They will be presented with these trophies at a din- 
ner held in conjunction with the OSCOV Show at Collectors’ 
Corner in August. 

Paul Latina of Morwell won the Victorian Cultural 
Certificate of the Year with a magnificent specimen plant of 
Cymbidium Sarah Jean ‘Jennifer’ HCC-CC/OSCOV. Paul will 
receive silver and bronze medallions and the OSCOV-sponsored 
Gunter Haar Memorial Trophy (a large framed photographic 
print of his orchid) at the presentation dinner. The winners of all 
other categories will also receive framed photographic prints of 
their orchids and OSCOV medallions at the same dinner. 

The Australian Native Orchid Species of the Year (spon- 
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<n falcorostrum ‘Melissa’ HCC-CC/OSCOV, grown by Peter 
illiams of Ararat, was winner in the Australian Orchid Species 
> category. Photo: Michael Matthews. 


Castle Creek Orchids also won the Award of Quality of the Year with a 
group of Paphiopedilum Fumi’s Delight seedlings that included the 
Victorian Orchid of the Year. These seedlings were the result of John’s re- 
make of the original crossing (P. armeniacum x P. micranthum), registered 
in 1994. Photo: John Martin. 
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It's not surprising 


that 


Ellery and Betty Kimberley’s _ brilliant 


Sophrolaeliocattleya Wendy’s Redstone ‘Carmela’ HCC/OSCOV was 
Victorian Cattleya of the Year. Photo: Michael Matthews. 


Dendrobium Anne’s Rainbow Surprise ‘Diana’ HCC/OSCOV, grown by 
Lloyd Perryman, was Australian Native Hybrid Orchid of the Year. Photo: 
Norm Williams. 
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Paul Latina’s impressive specimen of Cymbidium Sarah Jean ‘Jennifer’ 
HCC-CC/OSCOV beat 14 other entries to win Victorian Cymbidium of the 
Year. Photo: Norm Williams. 


Alan Dover’s Masdevallia Young Sun ‘Jud’ was chosen from a field of nine 
awarded masdevallias as Victorian Masdevallia of the Year. Photo: Barry 
Larkin. 
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Paphiopedilum bellatulum ‘Bernadette’ HCC/OSCOV, grown by Michael 
and Bernadette Matthews, was Victorian Paphiopedilum Species of the 
Year. Photo: Michael Matthews. 


VA yi: es k i N NW 
The Victorian Other Orchid Species of the Year was Peter and Jill Nash’s 
Phragmipedium caudatum var. sanderae ‘Jill’ AM/OSCOV. Grown from a 


small seedling, it was flowering for the first time after only five years. 
Photo: Brian Milligan. 
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Tolumnia (Oncidium) Mem. Ralph Yagi ‘Emperor’ HCC-CC/OSCOV won 
fsMicionay Any Other Hybrid category for Castle Creek Orchids. Photo: 
ohn Martin. 


Victorian Odontoglossum of the Year was Odontioda Wetherby ‘Black 
Label’ HCC/OSCOV. Growers: Frances and Julia Coker of Atlantis 
Orchids. Photo: Julian Coker. 


sored by the Yarra Valley Orchid Society) was Dendrobium fal- 
corostrum ‘Melissa’ HCC-CC/OSCOV, grown by Peter and Lois 
Williams of Ararat. Dendrobium Anne’s Rainbow Surprise 
‘Diana’ HCC/OSCOV, grown by Lloyd Perryman of Sale, was 
Australian Native Hybrid of the Year (sponsored by the 
Mornington Peninsula Orchid Society). This orchid also won the 
Gold Ira Butler Trophy for the Champion Australian Native 
Orchid Hybrid of 2005. 

The Victorian Cattleya of the Year (sponsored by the Mid- 
Murray Orchid Club) was Sophrolaeliocattleya Wendy’s 
Redstone ‘Carmela’ HCC/OSCOV, grown by Ellery and Betty 
Kimberley of Horsham. Victorian Cymbidium of the Year 
(sponsored by the Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria) was 
Cymbidium Sarah Jean ‘Jennifer’ HCC-CC/OSCOV, grown 
by Paul Latina of Morwell. Victorian Masdeyallia of the Year 
(sponsored by the Warrnambool and District Orchid Society) 
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The Victorian Award of Distinction of the Year went to the unusual Disa 
Kewbett ‘Betty’s Best’ HCC-AD/OSCOV, grown by Betty Moore of 
Cobden. Photo: Barbara Herr 


was Masdevallia Young Sun ‘Jud’ AM/OSCOV, grown by 
Alan Dover of Glen Iris. 

Michael and Bernadette Matthews of Rupanyup (near 
Stawell) won the Victorian Paphiopedilum Species of the Year 
category (sponsored by the Stawell Orchid Society) with their 
Paphiopedilum bellatulum ‘Bernadette’ HCC/OSCOV, while 
the Victorian Other Species Orchid of the Year (sponsored by 
the Orchid Species Society of Victoria) was Phragmipedium 
caudatum var. sanderae ‘Jill?’ AM/OSCOV, grown by Peter 
and Jill Nash of Boronia. Castle Creek Orchids won the trophy 
for Victorian Any Other Hybrid of the Year (sponsored by the 
North-East Melbourne Orchid Society) with Tolumnia 
(Oncidium) Memoria Ralph Yagi ‘Emperor’ HCC- 
CC/OSCOV. 

The Victorian Odontoglossum of the Year (sponsored by the 
Bendigo Orchid Club) was Odontioda Wetherly ‘Black Label’ 
HCC/OSCOV, grown by Frances and Julian Coker of Atlantis 
Orchids. 

Betty Moore of Cobden won the Victorian Award of 
Distinction for 2005 (sponsored by Melbourne Western Orchid 
Society) with Disa Kewbett ‘Betty’s Best? HCC-AD/OSCOV. 
Last but not least is the Victorian Award of Quality of the Year, 
sponsored by the Ringwood Orchid Society. Castle Creek 
Orchids received two AQ/OSCOV awards during the year, both 
for groups of Paphiopedilum hybrids. The winner was a group of 
Paphiopedilum Fumi’s Delight seedlings that included 
Paphiopedilum Fumi’s Delight ‘Castle Creek’ AM/OSCOYV, the 
Victorian Orchid of the Year for 2005. 

Growers from country Victoria again dominated the competi- 
tion, only three of the Victorian Orchids of the Year awards going 
to metropolitan Melbourne growers. As a city dweller, I find this 
hard to swallow — maybe it’s something in the water! 

I thank the OSCOV Awards Secretary, Stephen Early, 
for providing the digital scans of the photographs used in 
this article. 

Brian Milligan 
OSCOV Liaison Office 
Balwyn North, Victoria 
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Rare Plant Fair at Bilpin, 
Blue Mountains, NSW 


The 2nd Collectors’ Plant Fair will be held at Woodgreen Angus Stud, Bells Line of Road, Bilpin on 
Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd April 2006. 


he first Fair was a great success, and in 

2006 we have 19 new growers in a total 
of 46 specialist growers from Victoria, 
Queensland, South Australia and wider NSW. 
They are selling choice and rare plants suited 
to the coast as well as inland gardens, includ- 
ing the Wollemi Pine! There will also be spe- 
cialist garden tools and Florilegium garden 
books to tempt you. 


Vendors include 


¢ Antique Perennials, Vic — assorted rare 
perennials including double red, pink & white 
hellebores 

¢ Australian Bulb Company, SA — peonies 
and unusual bulbs 

* Belrose Nursery, NSW — unusual perenni- 
als suited to the Sydney region 

¢ Bilpin Tree Farm, NSW -— cool climate 
trees, shrubs & perennials 

¢ Bloomin’ Greenery Nursery, NSW — rare & 
unusual Begonias (excluding tuberous) 

* Botanica, NSW — New introductions — 
Cannas, Cordylines, Dianellas and more 

¢ Brenda Lyon Speciality Bulbs, NSW — 
more than 150 varieties of daffodils — many 
suitable for Sydney 

¢ Budwise Tillandsias, NSW — Tillandsias 

* Cabbage Tree, NSW — Alpinia, Carex, 
Eupatorium, Hedychium, Brugmansia & 
more 

* Carroll’s Country Gardens Nursery, NSW — 
Iris, daylilies, Colquhounias, Desmodiums, 
maples, conifers 

* Coachwood Nursery, NSW — succulents, 
Magnolias, sub-tropical species, Camellias, 
new conifers 

* Cooramilla, NSW — rare imported collec- 
tors’ perennials 

* Designer Growers Network, NSW -— dis- 
play of durable unusual plants 

¢ East Coast Perennials, NSW — robust peren- 
nials, ornamental grasses 

¢ Ferngrove Trees, NSW — advanced orna- 


mental trees 

¢ Florez & Meroo Meadow, NSW - coastal 
perennials, sub-tropical plants, cacti, Canna, 
Agopanthus, Brugmansia 

¢ Florilegium, NSW — garden books 

¢ Garry & Sue Reid, VIC — bulbs, corms, 
tubers, rhizomes to suit all climates 

¢ Helleborus Down Under, NSW — hellebores 
¢ Hills District Orchids, NSW —- 
Coelogynes, Dendrochilums, Maxillarias, 
Nepenthes, Clivias, Haworthias 

¢ Ian McMaugh, NSW - Tillandsias 

¢ Iris Haven, NSW — bare-rooted Iris, 
daylilies, arum lilies, cottage perennials 

¢ Lambley Nursery, VIC — new releases of 
hardy perennials including _Salvias, 
Euphorbias, Eryngiums 

¢ Macquarie Native Orchids, NSW — 
Australian Dendrobiums, Bulbophyllums, 
Sarcochilus, Dockrillias, Calanthes 

¢ Macquarie Valley Violets, NSW — African 
violets: standard, micro-miniatures & trailing 
varieties 

¢ Matcham Valley Nursery, NSW — bromeli- 
ads, ferns, bulbs, tropical plants 

¢ Melanquin Gardens Nursery, NSW — 
bromeliads including Neoregelias, Vrieseas 
& Guzmanias 

* Mistydowns, VIC — heritage roses, peonies, 
Geraniums, Salvias, Brugmansias, Clematis, 
Primulas 

¢ Mount Murray Nursery, NSW — maple cul- 
tivars, spruces, pines, firs, cedars, dogwoods 
¢ Newbridge Cottage Garden, NSW - Iris 

¢ Norma Wheeler, NSW — wide variety of 
hardy perennials & shrubs, particularly 
Salvias 

¢ Nutshell Perennial Nursery & Plant Farm, 
NSW - huge range of hardy perennials 

¢ Orchid Oasis, NSW — orchids, Heliconias, 
succulents, green bat plant, spiral & beehive 
gingers 

e Plant Treasures of Pokolbin, NSW — 
Mediterranean and aromatic species for a 


range of climates 

* Plantique, NSW — exotic & native cycads 
including Encephalartos & Dioon species 

¢ Post Office Farm Nursery, VIC — hellebore 
species & hybrids 


¢ Robyn Bible, NSW -—_ Geraniums, 
Pelargoniums, Erodiums 
¢ Sanung Keban, VIC -—- _ Buddlejas, 


Kniphofias, dry arid plants, woodland plants, 
bulbs 

¢ Stockade Nursery, QLD — hardy sub-tropi- 
cals: bromeliads, Cordylines, gingers 

¢ Temps Perdu, NSW — lilac cultivars, 
Syringa vulgaris & S. hyacinthiflora 

¢ The Crepe Myrtle Man, NSW — crepe myr- 
tles: miniatures, shrubs, trees, ground covers, 
espalier 

* The Crest Gardens, NSW — Wide collection 
of shrubs and perennials 

¢ The Old Mole, NSW — antique & reproduc- 
tion garden tools 

¢ Town and Country Gardens, NSW — eclec- 
tic collection of unusual and old fashioned 
plants 

* Victoria Garden Nursery, NSW — Clivia 
miniata hybrids & interspecifics 

¢ Vireya Rhododendron Nursery, NSW — up 
to 40 varieties of Vireyas 

¢ Wallis Creek Watergarden, NSW — water 
plants, bog plants, carnivorous plants, 
unusual woodland plants 

¢ Waverley Nursery, NSW -— perennials, 
Salvias, grasses 

¢ Windy Hollow, VIC — Erythroniums, 
Fritillaria, Narcissus & other bulbs, ‘differ- 
ent’ perennials 

¢ Yamina Rare Plants, VIC — Arisaemas, 
Acers, Hydrangeas, Magnolias, Michelias, 
Daphnes, conifers 


For further information, please contact 
Peta Trahar 02 4567 2026 or Beth Stokes 02 
4888 9262 or visit www.collectorsplant- 
fair.com | 
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An introduction to pH problems 
(treat the cause, not the effect) 


Firstly, What is pH? 

From Princeton Dictionary: pH (from 
potential of Hydrogen) is the logarithm of 
the reciprocal of hydrogen-ion concentra- 
tion in gram atoms per litre; provides a mea- 
sure on a scale from 0 to 14 of the acidity or 
alkalinity of a solution (where 7 is neutral 
and greater than 7 is more basic and less than 
7 is more acidic) 

The pH factor is one of the most impor- 
tant influences on sound plant culture. It is 
possible to look at the factor in a simple way 
to gain useful information about the basic 
fundamentals so that growers may under- 
stand and control the pH of their orchid col- 
lection. It is a better strategy to eliminate the 
cause of pH problems rather than treat the 
effects of sour potting mix. 

Having the knowledge to correctly iden- 
tify pH problems is essential because pH 
problems are often misdiagnosed as over 
watering. Plants have an optimum pH range 
in which they grow best and orchids are no 
exception. In fact, orchids may suffer severe 
root damage which in some cases may lead 
to the death of an orchid. The most sinister 


by Barry Walker 


aspect of pH problems is that the problem 
sneaks up on growers over time. The prob- 
lem might only be apparent when the plant 
is repotted. In some cases occasional black 
tips indicate trouble; the lack of vigour in 
plant growth and the formation of many 
back-bulbs are sure signs of a problem. 
Damaged roots turn black on the tips and 
develop an amber appearance before they 
finally die. Oh so sad. 

The sad part about pH problems is that a 
grower might well be dedicated to the 
proper culture of the plants and, since the 
issue of pH is out of sight, it is often out of 
mind. This was my experience when I first 
encountered the problem. I received a huge 
wake-up call when presented with a disturb- 
ing number of damaged and sick plants and 
faced with the prospect of either giving up 
orchid growing or fixing the problem. I 
chose the latter. 

Looking back with hindsight at my origi- 
nal attempt to grow orchids I often think 
how stupid and naive I was in thinking all 
that I needed to do was buy an orchid, plant 
it in orchid bark, fertilise it with orchid fer- 


Bribie Island Orchid Society 


hosting the 


Sub-Tropical Orchid Council Qld 
TRIENNIAL ORCHIDFEST 
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tiliser, water when needed, place in a good 
environment and enjoy the flowers. It’s easy, 
really. I soon learnt that unforeseen pH prob- 
lems severely affected my plants and that I 
had to address the problem. One saving 
grace is that if pH is recognised by a grower 
as a potential problem, it can be easily mon- 
itored, measured, managed and eliminated 
as a culture problem. 

Often, a plant is so severely damaged the 
grower would be better off to bin it, then cor- 
rect the problem, buy a new plant and start 
again. Recovering damaged plants is all too 
often a futile exercise because recovered 
plants seem to lose their vigour. When the 
potting medium becomes very acid, say 
pH4, it is about the level that damage seems 
to occur and can be corrected as far as pH is 
concemed. I have not enjoyed much success 
in recovering this kind of potting medium. 
The bark at such a low level, pH4, seems to 
adopt some form of toxic property and in 
this event, a better strategy would be to repot 
the plant in new bark. 


Starved plants 

Fertilisers are designed to supply orchids 
with correct nutrient in a particular pH 
range, pH six to pH6.5. The pH has a radi- 
cal effect on nutrient uptake. If pH acciden- 
tally drifts from these values, nutritional 
problems will develop, presenting them- 
selves as toxic or deficient levels of nutri- 
tion. Nutrition problems can be masked 
when the pH is in the wrong range and the 
plant shows perhaps all the symptoms of 
iron deficiency even though iron is supplied 
at adequate levels. The only way to correct 
this problem is to fix the pH. Plants can 
starve when the pH is wrong, even though 
they are supplied with the correct amount of 
fertiliser. 


Strategy to manage pH 


¢ It must be understood that aged pine bark in 
nugget form has a natural pH of pH 4.5, 
needing liming agents to correct it to pH6 to 
6.5. Luse from three to five grams a litre of 
50 percent dolomite lime and 50 percent 
agricultural lime to correct it, making sure 
these liming products contain both small and 
large particles. Most suppliers provide an 
analysis of the different mesh sizes to which 
the particles have been screened. Apply the 
mixture to a slightly-wet bark and mix thor- 
oughly, the object being to make the liming 
material stick to the bark surface. Finely 
ground particles will give an immediate 
change in pH and the larger particles will be 
held in reserve and give longer term control 
over pH. Let the mix stand for three weeks 
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before using it so that the pH stabilises. 

¢ Soaking bark in water with liming agents 
will give only limited, superficial control. 
The larger liming particles will be washed 
from the bark to accumulate at the bottom of 
the container. They are lost. The smaller par- 
ticles are diluted and lost as the water drains 
from the container. 

¢ An alternative to nuggets is composted 
pine bark, an excellent product with a pH of 
around six to 6.5 and ideal for orchids. It 
needs no treatment. 

¢ Orchids are long lived and it is not uncom- 
mon for plants to grow in the same medium 
for three or four years (or even longer!). 
Adding lime to bark when orchids are potted 
should only be considered as short term con- 
trol. Lime is used and leached from the 
medium over time, and remedial control 
could start when the lime material is 
exhausted. In my situation I have no need to 
add additional liming material because I con- 
trol pH by a different means — to be men- 
tioned later. Another handy strategy is to use 
additives with your potting mix — material 
with neutral or alkaline properties to neu- 
tralise the natural pH of bark and increase the 
pH. Such material includes perlite, charcoal, 
stone, rice-hulls, coco-peat and polystyrene. 
Make sure the potting mix drains well and 
allows for good air exchange in the pot. 
Poorly designed mixes encourage anaerobic 
decay in the pot which sours the mix. 

e Acquire a pH test kit as supplied by 
Manutec, test the potting mix when potting 
your orchids and regularly test a representa- 
tive sample of your orchids, say three 
monthly. These kits come with instructions 
and give an accurate-enough result for 
orchid growing. The pH meters leave much 
to be desired. They need constant calibra- 
tion, are delicate and expensive. These 
instruments are handy if you are doing lab- 
oratory-type testing. 

Fertiliser plays the major role in pH con- 
trol. Most elements in fertilisers are made 
from basic salts, each of them producing 
their own pH reaction when taken up by 
plants. These salts are blended in the correct 
proportion to achieve the correct balance 
between nutrients. Nitrogen is the excep- 
tion. It comes in three forms and many man- 
ufacturers blend nitrogen salts any way they 
wish. I guess economics may have some- 
thing to do with it. The three forms of nitro- 
gen are nitrate, ammonium and urea. When 
plants take up nitrate an alkaline reaction 
takes place in the pot. If they take up ammo- 
nium an acid reaction takes place, likewise 
urea is converted by microbial action to 
ammonium causing an acidic reaction also. 
It follows that the ratio of nitrate to effective 
ammonium will play an important role in 
determining the combined pH reaction in 
the pot. A generally accepted theory states 
that a fertiliser should have four times as 
much nitrate as ammonium, a ratio which in 
ideal conditions will produce a balanced pH 
reaction. 
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Another issue that needs to be considered 
is a process known as nitrification, which 
simply means the conversion by microbes of 
ammonium to nitrates in the pot. These 
microbes prefer warm conditions. In cold 
conditions the plant can be over-supplied 
with ammonium, causing an adverse acid 
reaction. It is wise to reduce or stop using 
ammonium in winter. If nitrogen is required 
in winter, use a nitrate form. Personally, I 
avoid urea-based fertilisers. I find them hard 
to control. It must be noted that small plants 
cause small pH changes and larger fast- 
growing plants will change the pH to a much 
greater level. 

Measuring the pH of applied fertiliser is 
misleading because pH will only change as 
the plant takes up the fertiliser. Keep in mind 
that it must be applied at the correct pH. 
Examine the fertiliser label and determine 
whether it will produce an acidic or alkaline 
response. Acidic fertilisers may be supple- 
mented by extra nitrates. The addition of a 
separate calcium nitrate feed at half to one 
gram a litre will go a long way towards cor- 
recting this problem. 

From a nutritional point of view provid- 
ing extra calcium will also help to balance 
your fertiliser. Calcium nitrate is not 
blended into concentrated commercial fer- 
tiliser because it is incompatible with sul- 
phates and phosphates, and will precipitate 
out. Calcium nitrate may be mixed into 
diluted fertiliser at the strength we would 


normally use. I mix all my basic salts, 
including calcium nitrate, in diluted form 
in hot water. The resultant fertiliser pro- 
duces a stable pot pH at six to 6.5 all year 
round. Problems might develop during 
winter when pH may drop and you do not 
want to apply fertiliser. Other strategies 
are available to the grower, such as top 
dressing with dolomite lime. Limil slurries 
may also be used but be careful and seek 
expert help before using these products. It 
is easy to overshoot your desired pH. 
Water quality can present a problem. 
When I use town water supply I do not cor- 
rect pH, I simply add a little more ammo- 
nium salts to my fertiliser to neutralise the 
alkalinity. 

This paper started out looking at pH and 
moved to plant nutrition. The two are 
closely linked and it is impossible to sepa- 
rate them. Plant nutrition is dealt with very 
simply with the object of explaining basic 
principles and the effect on pH. Fertilisers 
and their use is a complex subject and needs 
more scrutiny. My work is directed at any- 
one who has run out of ideas and is at wits 
end finding out what’s wrong with their 
orchid culture. It might steer readers into 
investigating pH as a possible problem. If 
your culture produces satisfactory results, 
don’t change. It is unwise to fix something 
that’s not broken. | 

Barry Walker 
Email: christine.walker3 @bigpond.com 
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1 The 41st Tropical Queensland Orchid 1 
1 Council Conference & Show 1 
| | 
This annual event will be proudly hosted by the Townsville 
1 District Orchid and Allied Plants Association Inc. 1 
| TOWNSVILLE, NORTH QUEENSLAND. | 
} On the Queens Birthday weekend of the : 
i 9th. 10th. & 11th June 2006 i 
_ Good prize money, good venue, good weather, good vendors, | 
| great orchids and good fun. | 
| | 
| THANKS TO OUR MAJOR SPONSORS. | 
i # Parry Nissan # Yates # 7 local news ] 
i # Hermit Park Bus Co. # Officeworks i 
# Green Light Home Loans 
i For further information, registration forms and show schedules are i 
E available by contacting Show Secretary, Linda Feldt on 0747732171 i 
or 
i "4 President Col Neucom on 0747753064 / 0414378855 i 
Be email colmarie@internode.on.net | 
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P&R 
ORCHIDS 


We’re just off the Highway 
halfway between Brisbane 
and Sydney. 


Turn into Port Macquarie at 
the Oxley Highway 
Overpass. 


corner of Phillip Charley Drive 
and the Oxley Highway. 


KKK 


We stock a wide range of 
orchid species and hybrids. 


Lycaste, Dendrobium, 
Oncidium and Catts. 


The latest Paphiopedilium 
breeding from around the 
world is always on sale. 


Some rarely available 
Paph. species will soon 
be released. 


Send us your wish list as 
many plants not listed are 
available in small numbers. 


KKK 


For your FREE LISTS, write, 
phone, email or just drop in 
and see for yourself. 


Open 8am to 4pm. 


We are closed Sundays and 
Public Holidays. 


KK 
Ph: 02 6581 3061 
Fax: 02 6581 0907 


e-mail prorchid@tsn.cc 


PO Box 5113 
PORT MACQUARIE 
NSW 2444 


www.prorchids.com 


We are only 4km on the right at the 


19th World Orchid 
Conference — 2008 


World Orchid Conference is the 

world’s largest gathering of orchid 
enthusiasts, growers, hybridizers and 
scientists-events of such magnitude that 
they take place only once every three 
years! These conferences include lec- 
ture programs covering a wide variety 
of orchid subjects and interests. The 
orchid shows are the highlight of the 
conferences! 

The first conference was held in St. 
Louis, Missouri in 1954. Since that time 
these conferences have been held in 
locations all over the world. For more 
information on conferences past and 
present, visit the World Orchid 
Conference Trust. 

The next World Orchid Conference 
will be held in one of the world’s most 


exciting cities — Miami Beach! The Fort 
Lauderdale Orchid Society has joined 
together with the South Florida Orchid 
Society to host the 19th World Orchid 
Conference, to take place February 27 — 
March 2, 2008. The theme of the 


Conference is 
Masterpiece.” 
The highly anticipated 19th World 
Orchid Conference will be held in the 
Miami Beach Convention Centre in the 
heart of the Art Deco District of world- 
famous Miami Beach. This state of the 
art facility will house the lectures and 
the spectacular orchid show. Orchids by 
the thousands, as potted plants and cut 
flowers, will arrive from every major 
orchid growing centre in the world. 
These gorgeous flowers will be dis- 
played in artistically designed exhibits 
of varying sizes and shapes. Orchid 
sales marts will abound. Orchid art and 
items will be available. During the con- 
ference, a series of seminars, business 


“Orchids-Nature’s 


meetings, parties, and sightseeing will 
keep the registrants happily and pro- 
ductively involved in the exchange of 
ideas and appreciation of nature’s 
largest family of flowering plants. As 
many as 250,000 visitors from all over 
the world are expected to attend this 
incredible event! 

Mr. Robert Fuchs of the South 
Florida Orchid Society and Col. 
Kenneth Kone of the Fort Lauderdale 
Orchid Society are the Co-Chairmen of 
the conference. Both gentlemen are 
well-known and respected throughout 
the orchid world and have chaired many 
major shows. Both of these societies 
produce outstanding orchid shows 
annually and their expertise is expected 
to produce a World Orchid Conference 
that is unsurpassed! The 2008 event 
will be only the 4th time that a WOC 
has been held in the United States so 
you won’t want to miss the opportunity 
to attend! 

The 11th World Orchid Conference 
was held in Miami in March 1984. It 
was sponsored by the South Florida 
Orchid Society. Many members of the 
Fort Lauderdale Orchid Society worked 
at the magnificent show and confer- 
ence. Ken Kone was the Show 
Chairman. The conference, including 
the show, was very successful and 
received great acclaim in the orchid 
world. 

2008 is quickly approaching. Orchid 
enthusiasts from around the world will 
have a tremendous opportunity to par- 
ticipate in a spectacular World Orchid 
Conference and Show. Plan NOW to 
attend! Orchids — Nature’s Masterpiece 
is coming your way! For more informa- 
tion, visit www.19woc.com Oo 


Hills District Orchids 


(Prop. David P. Banks) 


Spring Open Day Sunday 8 October 2006 


@183 Windsor Road Northmead 2152 NSW 
9am til 4pm (please park in Mary Street or Windermere Avenue) 
Heaps of flowering orchids, rare species and unusual plants for sale, 
as well as a full range of orchid related supplies. 


also attending: Tinonee Orchid Nursery, Macquarie Native Orchids & Miriam Ann Orchids 
We will also be at the Bilpin Rare Plant Fair, Mingara Orchid Fair & St lves Orchid Fair. 


Hosting Easy Orchids Open Day on Sunday 3rd December 2006 
Phone: David Banks on (02) 9674 4720 or 0412 123 036 
E-mail: davidpbanks@veritel.com.au 
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The status of Sarcochilus olivaceus Lindl. 
and Sarcochilus parviflorus Lindl., with a 
new species, Sarcochilus argochilus, 
described from Queensland 


by David L.Jones & Mark A.Clements 


Abstract 

The type specimens of both S. olivaceus Lindl. and S. parvi- 
florus Lindl. represent the same species. Sarcochilus parviflorus 
is the earliest valid name and S. olivaceus is a synonym. 
Sarcochilus argochilus from Queensland is described as new. 


Key Words 


Sarcochilus olivaceus, S. parviflorus, synonym, S. argochilus, 
new species, Orchidaceae, Australian flora, Queensland. 


Introduction 

Re-examination by one of us (Mark Clements) of the scant 
type specimens of S. parviflorus Lindl. and S. olivaceus Lindl. 
show that both names apply to New South Wales plants that have 
probably originated close to Sydney and are representative of the 
same species. According to botanical rules, the name S. parvi- 
florus has priority for this species and unfortunately the well- 
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Holotype. ? 
HERB. KEW. . 


Type specimen of Sarcochilus olivaceus in the Lindley Herbarium at Kew. 
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known name S. olivaceus becomes relegated to a synonym of it. 
A further consequence is that plants from much of Queensland, 
previously attributed to S. parviflorus, are actually unnamed. 
That species is described here as S. argochilus. 


Taxonomy 

1. Sarcochilus parviflorus Lindl. in Edwards’, Bot. Reg. 24: 
Misc. 34 (1838); 

Thrixspermum parviflorum (Lindl.) Rchb.f., Xenia Orchid. 2: 
172 (1874). Type: ‘New Holland’, Mar. 1838, Loddiges s.n. 
(holo K-LINDL!). 

Sarcochilus olivaceus Lindl. in Edwards’, Bot. Reg. 25: Misc. 
32 (1839); Thrixspermum olivaceum (Lindl.) Rchb.f., Xenia 
Orchid. 2: 122 (1874). Type: ‘Sydney’, May 1838, Loddiges s.n. 
(holo K-LINDL}). 

Distribution and Ecology: Occurs in south-eastern 
Queensland and New South Wales, more or less between 
Brisbane and Bega; 0-800m alt. It grows in shady humid habi- 
tats, usually in or close to rainforest, wet sclerophyll forest or on 
sheltered slopes near streams. Plants grow on the trunks and 
branches of small trees, shrubs and the stems of vines, particu- 
larly Lawyer Canes (Calamus spp.). Plants also occur on rocks 
and in southern New South Wales, these lithophytic plants some- 
times have wider, thicker and tougher leaves than the epiphytes. 
Flowering: June-January. 

Recognition: See next species. 

Notes: A widespread and common species that is popular with 
orchid growers. 

2. Sarcochilus argochilus D.L.Jones & M.A.Clem., sp. nov. 
affinis S. parvifloro Lindl., sed labello distincte albo, parce sig- 
natis rufuscentibus; midlobo labelli dente oblongo 0.5-0.8 mm 
longo, differt. 

Type: Queensland. Kennedy South, Eungella National Park, 
11 Oct. 1989, S. Pearson (D.L.Jones 5252) (holo CANB). 

Description: Small epiphyte usually consisting of a single 
stiffly porrect growth. Roots thin, mostly attached to the host. 
Stems 30-80 mm long, sparsely branched. Leaves 2-8 per stem, 
widely divaricate, oblong, 80-150 mm long, 30-40 mm wide, 
slightly falcate, dark green, thin-textured but stiff; margins entire _ 
or slightly wavy. Racemes 90-140 mm long, 2-12-flowered. 
Flowers 18-22 long, 20-25 mm wide, bright green to yellowish 
green with a prominent white labellum. Perianth segments very 
widely spreading, moderately thick-textured, narrowed at the 
base. Dorsal sepal incurved, 10-15 mm long, 3-4 mm wide. 
Lateral sepals widely divergent, 10-15 mm long, 3-4 mm wide. 
Petals widely divergent, 8-12 mm long, 2-3.5 mm wide. 
Labellum porrect, 6-8 mm long, 4-5 mm wide, white with a few 
red-brown markings, 3-lobed; lateral lobes erect and column- 
embracing, c.4 mm long, c. 1.5 mm wide, curved near the apex; 
midlobe with a oblong tooth 0.5-0.8 mm long. Callus thick, 
fleshy. Column at an angle to the ovary, c. 2.5 mm long, c. 2 mm 
wide. Column foot continuous with the column, c. 2.5 mm long, 
c. 1.5 mm wide, shallowly curved. Anther cordate, rostrate. 
Pollinarium present; pollinia globose, c. 0.8 mm across, orange, 
hard, waxy; stipe c. 1.5 mm long, tapered; viscidium small. 
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Type specimen of Sarcochilus parviflorus in the Lindley Herbarium at Kew. 


Stigma reniform, sunken. Capsules cylindrical. 

Distribution and Ecology: Widely distributed in Queensland 
where extending from the Mount Windsor Tableland and Mt 
Lewis in the north-east to the Bunya Mountains and perhaps the 
Toowoomba district in the south; 400-1000 m alt. It grows on 
trees and vines in rainforest and on humid forested slopes close 
to streams. Flowering: June to December. 


Sarcochilus parviflorus, Dingo Tops, NSW, Photo: R.Tunstall. 
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Recognition: The new species can be distinguished from S. 
parviflorus by its distinctly white labellum with a few red-brown 
markings and the midlobe with an oblong tooth 0.5-0.8 mm long. 
By contrast the labellum of S. parviflorus is greenish cream to 
green with red-brown bars and the midlobe has a short tooth 0.2- 
0.4 mm long. The third member of this group, S. borealis from 
highland parts of north-eastern Queensland, can be distinguished 
from both of these species by its smaller (15-20 mm across), pale 
green to dark green flowers with red markings, a white labellum 
with a few red-brown markings and the midlobe with a tooth 1- 
1.3 mm long. 

Notes: This new species has been commonly confused with 
Sarcochilus parviflorus. In the past, many orchid growers have 
applied the name S. parviflorus to plants originating in 
Queensland and S. olivaceus to plants from New South Wales. 

Conservation Status: Widely distributed and well conserved 
in National Parks. 

Etymology: The Greek argos, white, and cheilos, lip — refer- 
ence to the white labellum. 
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Sarcochilus parviflorus, Kangaroo Valley, NSW, Photo: R.Tunstall. 


Sarcochilus argochilus, Mt Henry, Qld, Photo: M.Clements. 


Sarcochilus argochilus, Kroombit Tops, Qld, Photo: R.Tunstall. 
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How YOUR 
COMPUTER 
CAN HELP 
YOUR 
WINDOWSILL 


) 
‘ 


OU 


If your sunny windowsill is lonely and in 
need of something green and flowery, 
log on now to the American Orchid 
Society’s very popular Web site — 
www.4daos.org — for helpful and exten- 
sive tips on orchid growing. Enjoy 
inspiring color photographs, a calen- 
dar of orchid events and other helpful 
orchid advice. Orchid Forum, devel- 
oped as an information exchange plat- 
form, is visited regularly by novice and 


advanced growers throughout the world. 


Founded in 1921, the AOS is the 
world’s number-one orchid-information 
source — just ask 30,000 members 
worldwide. On-site membership appli- 
cation is available along with conve- 
nient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


American Orchid Society 
16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, Florida 33467 
Telephone 561-404-2000 
Fax 561-404-2100 

E-mail TheAOS@aos.org 
Web site www.cos.org 
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he Gold Ira Butler Trophy 2005, for 

the Champion Australian Native 
Orchid Hybrid of the Year has been 
awarded to Dendrobium Anne’s Rainbow 
Surprise ‘Diana’, owned by Lloyd 
Perryman of Victoria and bred by Issy 
Klein. A photo of this winning plant 
appears in this issue in the article Victorian 
Orchids of the Year- 2005. 


The following ten ‘runners up’ (in 

alphabetical order) receive Silver Ira 

Butler Trophies 

¢ Dendrobium Australian Sunset owned 
by Michael Drobski (hybridist: Wayne 
Turville) 

¢ Dendrobium Avril’s Gold ‘Wingham’ 
AM/AOC HCC/ANOS 2003, owned by 
Don Cruickshanks (hybridist: Ray Hill) 

¢ Dendrobium Avril’s Gold, owned by Reg 
and Gill Shooter (hybridist: Ray Hill) 

¢ Dendrobium Cassidy ‘Maya’, owned by 
Phil Grech (hybridist Kevin Moore) 

¢ Dendrobium Dianne Gee, owned by F 
and H Vernon (hybridist: DUNO) 

¢ Dendrobium X gracillimum, owned by 
John and Bev Gay (natural hybrid) 

¢ Dendrobium Jayden ‘Goodie’ 
AM/OSCOV, owned by Phil Grech 
(hybridist: John Purvis) 

¢ Dockrillia (teretifolia x pugionformis), 
owned by Mark Brown 

¢ Sarcochilus Melody ‘Bubbles’ owned 
and bred by DUNO 

¢ Sarcochilus Weinhatt, owned by Mike 
Fish 


The following will receive Ira Butler 
Certificates: 

Dendrobium (Burgundy Cream x Jesmond 
Gem) Mount Ford, owned by Laurie 
Mountford 

Dendrobium (Rutherford Blushing Bride x 
speciosum) ‘Bevan’ owned by Bevan 
Burnham 
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QUA 30% (vilight) ° GREEN 
TOP RANTEED 50% (lott) GREEN, 
UA TORDER® 70% (medium) GREEN, 
sM ALL OBLEM 80% (heavy) GREEN, 
ALSO AVAILABLE 90% (v/heavy) GREEN 


Polyshade is a waterproof shade cloth. It is available in only one width 1830mm (6') and offers 50% shade with a 99% UV block-out. Green or Biscuit $8.25 
per m, $368.50 per 50m roll. Solarweave is a waterproof hot house fabric. 2050mm width. $4.40 per m. $200.00 per 50m roll. (We can have the Polyshade 
or Solarweave electronically welded to whatever size you require.) Weed control mat is the safe solution to your weed problem. We stock 915mm (3’) and 
1830mm (6') wide. 915mm $1.20 per m, $48.00 per 50m roll,1830mm $2.10 per m, $87.90 per 50m roll. Larger widths are available (by roll lengths only). 
ALL PRICES INCUDE G.S.T. 


NEWMARKET HARDWARE 


176 Enoggera Rd, Newmarket, Q. 4051 Ph (07) 3356 0162 
ALL CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 


SHADE CLOTH 


DISCOUNT PRICES 


Queensland’s largest range of shadecloth 


Ira Butler Trophy Awards for 2005 


Dendrobium (Victorian Flare x Jesmond 
Sparkler) owned by Ron Keane 
Dendrobium Amber Banks, owned by 
Henk van den Berg 

Dendrobium Candice ‘#1A’ owned by F 
and H Vernon 

Dendrobium Cheeky Sheen, owned by 
Michael Drobski 

Dendrobium Dreamtime, owned by John 
Frocklington 

Dendrobium X_ gracillimum ‘Billorc’, 
owned by Bill and Odette Clavant 
Dendrobium Hilda Poxon, owned by Steve 
Howard 

Dendrobium Jamestown ‘Sue Gee’, owned 
by Graham and Sue Zerbe 

Dendrobium Lustrous ‘Dungog’, owned 
by Dennis and Barbara Stahlhut 
Dendrobium Lynette Banks 

Dendrobium Riversun ‘#1’, owned by F 
and H Vernon 


he Bill Murdoch Trophy 2005, for 

the Champion Australian Species of 
the Year has been awarded to Dendrobium 
speciosum var. speciosum ‘Heather’, 
owned by Ron and Heather Campbell 
(hybridist: S. Penman). 


The following will receive Bill Murdoch 
Certificates: 


Dendrobium  falcorostrum ‘Fran’, 
owned by David Butler 
Dendrobium  falcorostrum ‘Melissa’, 


owned by Peter and Lois Williams 
Dendrobium kingianum ‘Cosmos’ owned 
and bred by Norm and Kay Mitchell 
Dendrobium lithacola, owned by Steve 
Howard 

Dendrobium speciosum (var. speciosum 
‘Little John’ x var. curvicaule ‘Mackay’) 
owned by Norm and Kay Mitchell 
Dendrobium speciosum (var. speciosum 
“National White’ x var. curvicaule ‘Neil’s 
Pick’), owned by Lorraine and Bill Dobson 


1830mm 3660mm 
perm per 50m roll perm — per 50m roll 
$5.25 $245 $10.50 $490 
BLACK $4.50 $200 $9.00 $400 
BLACK $4.95 $235 $9.95 $470 
BLACK $6.00 $275 $12.00 $550 
per 30m roll per 30m roll 
$7.15 $205 $14.30 $410 


Country Orders Welcome. 


Dendrobium speciosum (var. speciosum 
‘Windermere’ x var. curvicaule “Daylight 
Moon’), owned by F. Fear 

Dendrobium speciosum (var. speciosum 
‘Windermere’ x var. curvicaule ‘Daylight 
Moon’), owned by Michael Drobski 
Dendrobium speciosum (var. speciosum 
‘Windermere’ x var. curvicaule “TB 
Nol’), owned by Ted Walmsley 
Dendrobium speciosum var. curvicaule 
“Southern Cross’ owned by DUNO 
Dendrobium speciosum var. grandiflorum 
(‘Camp Creek’ x ‘Taipan’) owned by Phyl 
Murn 

Dendrobium speciosum var. grandiflorum 
“Will’s Gold’, owned by Yvonne Ferris 
Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum 
‘Beechwood’ owned by Michael Drobski 
Dendrobium tetragonum, owned by Syd 
Burton 

Dockrillia linguiformis, owned by Keith 
Scott 

Dockrillia teretifolia, owned by F and K 
Vernon 
Microtis media 
Michael Zink 
Pterostylis baptistii ‘Gosford’, owned by 
Malcolm Guy 

Pterostylis robustum (Diplodium robus- 
tum), owned by Nesbitt Orchids 
Sarcochilus falcatus, owned by F and H 
Vernon 


‘Graham’, owned by 


Sarcochilus _fitzgeraldii “Magnificent 
Truly’, owned by DUNO 

Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii ‘Magnificent’, 
owned by DUNO 

Sarcochilus hartmannii ‘Twojayss’ owned 
by John and Joan Sheath 


For information and nomination forms 
for the 2006 Ira Butler Trophy and Bill 
Murdoch awards, visit www.anos.org. 


au/ira_ butler/ira_butler | 
Bill Olsen 
Secretary IBTC 


Email: eliemae01 @bigpond.com 
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Web: www.rosellaorchids.com.au 
E-mail: allan@rosellaorchids.com.au 
Phone: 02 6629 1440 
Hours: By appointment only 
Send SEA for listing: PO Box 293, 
Clunes, NSW 2480 
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The Orchid Grower’s Most Important Tool 


hat is the most important tool that an 
orchid grower needs to grow and 

flower orchids successfully? Knowledge. 
What distinguishes the successful orchid 
grower from the not so successful? 
Knowledge — the means to provide the 
orchid’s requirements and the ability to 
reason the possible from the impossible. 
So how do we acquire knowledge? 

There are many avenues available: 

Personal experience is the greatest 
teacher but unfortunately we learn the 
most from our bad experiences.\Canvas 
the experience of others; learn to avoid or 
at least minimise mistakes. Join an orchid 
society which is a collection of people 
with similar interests. Do not be afraid to 
ask questions. Ask ten different people the 
same question. You will probably get ten 
different answers because each person’s 
growing situation is different but assess all 
of the answers and select the answer or 
conglomeration of answers that you would 
like to trial. Use the slowly/slowly 
approach and be aware, unfortunately, not 
all people tell the truth or at least all the 
truth. 

One area that orchid societies can 


By Bruce Wood 


greatly assist new growers is by providing 
a mentor of similar interests. Get to know 
the good growers of the genera that you are 
interested in and use their knowledge to 
minimise your mistakes. 

When at shows or the monthly benching 
be observant; do not just admire the flow- 
ers but take note of the type of pot, the type 
and the size of the growing medium, the 
colour of the leaves (which indicates the 
light levels), the manner by which the 
plant and the inflorescence is supported. 
Inspect the leaves for an application of 
fungicide; the plant may be susceptible to 
fungal attack at that time of the year. 
Compare each of the plants within the 
class and see the difference techniques 
used by the different growers. Many things 
can be learnt simply by being observant. 

Today, the greatest avenue available to 
the orchid grower in their quest for know]- 
edge is the Internet. There is just so much 
information available that it is easy to be 
overwhelmed; again the slowly/slowly 
approach should apply. There are web sites 
dedicated to species, particular genera and 
orchid nurseries which also include infor- 
mation on the requirements of the orchids 


they sell (they want you to grow their plants 
successfully so you will buy more), as well 
as growing mediums, pot types and their 
uses, fungicides, pesticides etc. The list is 
practically endless. Just be aware, that like 
speaking to other growers, not all websites 
are reliable. Try www.google.com 
Read as much as practical. There are 
books dedicated to all the topics men- 
tioned above, as well as magazines and 
orchid periodicals which detail the grow- 
ing experiences of others. Much can also 
be learnt from orchid nursery catalogues. 
Learn to listen; hear what is said not 
what you want to hear. Listen to the advice 
of other growers, the guest speakers at the 
orchid society, the nurseryman and any 
other person who is prepared offer advice. 
Assess the advice, retain what you think 
will be of benefit and file the rest away (it 
may become relevant later on). How many 
times have you heard somebody say “I 
can’t grow that”? It may simply be a case 
of not having the knowledge to fulfil the 
plant’s requirement. Oo 
Bruce Wood 
Lakehaven, NSW. 
Email: woodhaven@aapt.net.au 


VICTORIAN 
INTERNATIONAL 
ORCHID FAIR 


Featuring over 20 
Victorian & Interstate 
Orchid Nursery & 


Specialist Plant Growers 


19TH, 20TH, & 21ST MAY 2006 


OPEN FROM 9AM TILL SPM (3PM SUNDAY) 


Orchid Sales, Book Sales, Fertilisers, 
Clivias, Iris, Ferns, Bromelaids, 
Cacti, Carnivorous Plants and more!! 


St SAYS 7 pd, G 
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MELBOURNE 


For more information... 


Ray Clement (02) 6553 1012 
Bill & Jan Miles (03) 5345 6387 e-mail: miles@netconnect.com.au 


Visit us on the web at: www.orchidfair.com.au 


EASY TO FIND. 
Plenty of off street parking in the 
grounds of St. SAVA. 


e-mail: clement@tpg.com.au 
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Orchid 
Culture 
Media 


@ Current supplier to Valley Orchids, 
Adelaide Orchids and many other 
nurseries and hobbyists. Overseas 
orders welcomed. We_ respond 
promptly. 

@ We don't just sell media; we use the 
media we make and provide sound 
advice. Thirty three+ years on-going 
laboratory experience. 


@ All media freshly prepared and 
cover the sowing and_ replate 
requirements of common and un- 
usual genera including terrestrials. 


@ Our media produce rapid germina- 
tion, well balanced plants and good 
root growth. 


@ When ordering please advise re: 
Orchid genus, Replate or sowing. 
Solid or liquid Cloning. 


Per Litre prices (including GST):— 


1 to 14 litres $7.70/L 
15 to 50 litres $6.60/L 
51 to 100 litres $6.30/L 


Over 100 litres 
For Cloning media add 55c/L 


Hormone Keiki Paste in 3ml tubes for 
stem propagation of Phalaenopsis and 
other genera. $8.80 per pack including 
P&P and GST. 


Price includes packing and postage, 
Express Post where practical in 
Australia for orders of four or more litres 
of medium. 


Full Laboratory Service - sowing, 
cloning, replating and colchicine treat- 
ment available. 

Disa Specialist:— Flasks/Plants 
Australian Terrestrials — Flasks 
Sarcochilus & Dendrobium flasks 
Cymbidium clones & seedlings - flasks 
Australian Cymbidium crosses - flasks 
Contact us for second hand Autoclaves 
and Laminar Flow Cabinets. 


Western Orchid 
Laboratories 


P.O. Box 276, Blackwood S.A. 5051 
ABN 25 582 464 986 


CUSTOMER ADVICE HOTLINE 
24 hour phone and fax:— 
(08) 8270 4599 


E-Mail western@arcom.com.au 


P.O.A. 


Bankcard * Mastercard * Visa 


Please supply your name, card 
number and expiry date. 
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Australian Natives: Month by Month 


By Brian Milligan 


January. Dendrobiums are best repotted 
in December and January, when the new 
growths have begun to appear. If the pot- 
ting mix has broken down, remove it com- 
pletely. Otherwise pot on, using pine bark 
(5-10 mm) containing 10% by volume of 
river pebbles (which help to improve pot 
stability). I usually add a little slow-release 
fertiliser at this time. Water frequently dur- 
ing the growing season and apply a weak 
solution of a balanced liquid fertiliser each 
week or two. Sarcochilus may also be 
repotted at this time, using a greater pro- 
portion of river pebbles. 

February. Continue to water dendrobi- 
ums frequently, every day in hot weather, 
preferably in the evenings. Dendrobiums 
love good air circulation, so suspend their 
pots if possible. Sarcochilus appreciate 
more humid conditions, so grow them on 
low benches and keep the floor damp. 
Fertilise regularly with liquid fertiliser. 
March and April. Water according to 
weather patterns, perhaps 2-3 times weekly 
(small pots may need watering more fre- 
quently). Apply liquid fertiliser occasion- 
ally. The use of a high-potassium, low-nitro- 
gen fertiliser encourages better flowering. 
May. Reduce the frequency of watering 


Ph 07 3207 2793 


and fertilising. Erect wind-breaks to pro- 
tect plants from cold south and west winds. 
June and July. If possible, remove all 
shading to encourage good flower produc- 
tion. Water early in the day and only on dry 
days, so that the leaves are dry by nightfall. 
August. As for June. Watch out for aphids 
on the flower buds. Orthene® kills aphids 
without distorting buds or flowers. 
September. Most dendrobiums flower in 
September and October. Water according 
to weather conditions, taking care not to 
wet the flowers. Little or no fertiliser is 
necessary. 
October. Replace the shade cloth and 
remove windbreaks. Increase the fre- 
quency of watering with warmer weather. 
Resume fertilising of the dendrobiums as 
new growths appear. 
November is the main flowering season 
for Sarcochilus. They can be repotted after 
flowering, preferably in cool weather. 
December. Repot dendrobiums as soon as 
they commence new growth. Remove 
small, leafless pseudobulbs and associated 
roots, so that the plants can flower evenly 
on all sides next season. | 
Brian Milligan, 
North Balwyn, Victoria 


e the ultimate micro climate for your orchids 
i SDising in Orchid Houses for over 25 years 


“ res ° Kit form with written instructions and video can be shipped 
Sina ¢ Portability ¢ Modular (can be lengthened to meet 
Pees ¢ No Maintenance ¢ Strong e Economical 


ie Parade, Thorneside, Brisbane Qld 4158 


Fax 07 3822 2307 


New, 2st agents: Roger & Isabel Clotworthy, 223 Range Road, Papamoa, NZ 


Ph\(07) 575 0600 


Fax (07) 575 0661 


Mobile (025) 271 2777 
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Blue Mountains & Penrith Districts 
Orchid Society Celebrates 50 Years 


he Blue Mountains & Penrith Districts 

Orchid Society is celebrating its 50th 
Anniversary this year and has planned a 
celebration with a _ three-course 
Anniversary Dinner at The Emu Plains 
Sporting & Recreation Club, Leonay 
Parade, Emu Plains on Saturday 3rd June 
2006. The cost to financial members will 
be $25 per head all others $50 per head. 

The entertainment will include a 
PowerPoint presentation of memorabilia 
and previous champions prepared by Neil 
Minter, plus guest speakers Mr. Graeme 
Banks OAM on the past history of the 
society, and Mr. David Banks who will 
toast the Society and discuss the future. It 
promises to be a fun filled interesting 
event with attending members receiving a 
Commemorative Badge as a memento of 
the dinner and our 50 years. 

The Blue Mountains Orchid Society 
was formed at Wentworth Falls on Friday 
30th May 1956 with the first general meet- 
ing being conducted on Friday 8th June 
1956. Meetings were conducted at mem- 
bers’ homes until a permanent venue could 
be found. Shows were held at different 
shopping centres until 27th September 


1957 when the Red Cross Hall at 
Springwood was adopted as the general 
meeting and Spring Show venue. This 
arrangement continued until the rebuilding 
of the hall in the early 1970s when The 
Melrose Hall at Emu Plains was adopted 
as the home on the society. The meetings 
and spring show are still held at this venue 
with the autumn and winter shows being 
held at the major shopping centres in 
Penrith. Management meetings are still 
held at committee members homes. On the 
commencement of the Society it immedi- 
ately became known as a very happy and 
friendly group, and grew as the friendly 
society which promoted all the endeavours 
of the society with a happy, friendly, 
knowledgeable atmosphere which under 
the leadership of the 21 Presidents contin- 
ues today. Cymbidium Girraween ‘Enid’ 
was the Societies inaugural Grand 
Champion at its. first show held at 
Katoomba Shopping Centre. 

Invitations have been extended to spe- 
cial guests and the foundation members of 
the society, however the society would be 
pleased to welcome members who have 
lost touch with the society but wish to 


Robertson 
Orchids 


Selections from our 


LATEST CATALOGUE 


PHK Paph. Harold Koopowitz. 
(rothschildianum x malipoense). Spectacular 
green primary. Tubes $13.50 ea. 


PA517 Paph. Flame Arrow x sukhakulii 
‘Patsy’ AM/AOC. Large Raisin Jack style 
flowers. Tubes $12.50 ea. 


P1531 Phal. Taisuco Kalladian ‘SL’ x Phal. 
Cygnus ‘#14’ FCC/AOS. Large exhibition 
whites. 2 plant compots $13.00. 


P1525M Dips. |-Hsin Sun Beauty. (Salu 
Peoker x Leopard Prince). Striking coloured 
clone. Approx. 120mm Leaf Span. $12.50 ea. 


PSF Phal. |-Hsin Sunflower. Golden yellow 
clone. Min 120mm Leaf Span. $12.50 ea. 


ON5 Onc. splendidum. Mule ear species with 
tall spikes. Tubes $8.00 ea. 


CA495 Sic. (Bright Angel x Jillian Lee) x Sic. 
Tangerine Jewel 4n. Deep reds to dark orange 
on mini plants. Tubes $8.00 ea. 


Phone or e-mail for your listing 


262-290 Blackall Range Road 
West Woombye, Qld 4559 
Ph: 07 5442 1913 Fax: 07 5442 2406 


Email — robertsonorchid@ozemail.com.au 
Web site — robertsonorchids.com.au 


AOR 002 
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Key Rings - Brooches 
Cuff Links - Tie Tacks 
Lapel Pins - Medals 
Paperknives - Paperweights 
Wall & Award Plaques 
School Identification Badges 


No Set Up Costs 


= Jub/ 2526 « 


JUVELLE 
BADGES 


321 FOREST ROAD 
BEXLEY NSW 2207 


AOR 069 


attend the dinner. Please contact Secretary 
Dianne Clift at PO Box 39 Emu Plains 
NSW 2750 or email: bmpdos @ people. 
net.au or contact the President Mr. John 
Gallagher on (02) 4735 1742 or email: 
j.gallagher@tpg.com.au. a 
John Gallagher 

President BMPDOS 

Email: j.gallagher@tpg.com.au 


RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA 
RP 
The major sat of Ne blindness! 


If you have RP, or know someone who has, 
please contact the charity/support group 


RETINA AUSTRALIA 


A<p> 
IN 
FIGHTING BLINDNESS 


For information and assistance phone 
1800 999 870 


www.retinaAustralia.com.au 


Florafest rty ita 


PO Box 583 ~=Bulimba 4171 
Phone O04 1219 2362 Fax 07 4630 1102 
www. florafest.com.au 
eMail: barry@florafest.com.au 


Oncidium Alliance Compots 


Mini Compots (8 plants) $25 
Maxi Compots (15 plants) $45 


Plants 100+mm tall 
Sent in Sterile Plastic Containers and 
are ready to pot on into 100+mm pots 
Minimum Order $70 

All sent freight free within Australia 
8972 Alexanderara Apollo ‘Pulaka’ AM AOS 
8907 Aliceara Evening Colors ‘The Gloaming' 
8928 Beallara Late Night 'Red' 
8980 Colmanara Catatante 'Solar Flare’ 
7689 Colmanara Wildcat 'Lorene' AM AOS 
7703 Colmanara Wildcat 'Ocelot' 
9013 Degamoara Flying High 'V2' 
8919 Degamoara Tropic Beauty ‘Rolfe’ 
8906 Milpasia Milt's Choice 'Helen of Troy’ 
8909 Miltassia Shelob 'Webmaster' HCC/AOS 
8904 Miltonidium Issaku Nagata ‘Bright Day’ 
8967 Odontioda Tribic ‘Linda’ AM AOS 
8945 Odontocidium Barbara Isler ‘Euro' 
8942 Odontocidium Tiger Barb 'Plenty' 
8984 Odontonia Pacific Paranoia 'Frisco Fire' 
8937 Oncidium Popoki 'Mitzi' AM/AOS 
8889 Oncidium Sharry Baby ‘Mutation Yellow' 
8947 Oncidium Sharry Baby ‘Oshima’ 
8995 Oncidium Sharry Baby 'Tricolor' 
8857 Wilsonara Stolen Moments 'Florafest' 

Lots more available ... Ask for full list! 

All Easy Growers (Tolerate extreme heat 

& cold) Prolific flowerers (2 to 3 times per year) 


Qur Winter 2006 Catalogue is Now Available 
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Smokey Cape Orchids 


Open Days last Saturday each month 
29th April, 27th May, 24th June and 
for the duration of Orchids in Paradise ale 
20-23 July - book a bus trip now 


Send SAE for 2006 New Catalogue 


Nursery: Proprietors: Mick & Jan Coe ete 
PO Box 320 


Open by Ph/Fax: 02 6566 6454 We accept 
appointment Mobile: 0411 348 311 South West Rocks Bankcard — Visa — 
only Email: smokeycape@optusnet.com.au NSW 2431 Mastercard — Eftpos 


MUU TH IS | Cattleyas Online 


Quality exhibiti 

Latest Release Seedlings sec a Pe 
Flowering Size Plants 

Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


We only stock quality 
plants from Australia’s 
best hybridists 


Native species including 
Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 
AVAILABLE 
We also stock treefern, slabs, 


stakes, pots, sphagnum and 
bush moss, orchid bark 


B&T Ferns & Orchids 


30 Wiseman Road 
Silvan, Victoria 3795 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9737 9694 
Melway Ref. 123 


AOR200 


For a catalogue please phone, fax, or 
e-mail us as below. 


You can also visit us on the Internet at 
www.cattleyasonline.com.au 


Phone/Fax: 07 3388 0866 
Mail: PO Box 4612 
Loganholme 4129 


E-mail: info@cattleyasonline.com.au 


Dendrobium B325 
Colonial Maid ‘Verity’ (mericlone) 


Near flowering size $35 each (incl. GST) 
Sorry, no credit cards. 
PO Box 3525, Wamberal NSW 2260 


Phone: 0408 994 696 
Fax: 02 4384 4304 


Valley Orchids 


Cymbidium Specialists 
Lot 8 Wheaton Road, 
McLaren Vale, S.A. 
PO Box 143, McLaren Vale, South Australia, 5171 


AOR 028 


Open 7 days a week 


AOR 024 


Postal — 
Phone (08) 8327 3955 Fax (08) 8381 3966 Mobile 0419 823 724 


Internet - www.valleyorchids.com.au 
Email - graham@valleyorchids.com.au 


Lots of new release plants and older favourites available now — 
flowering size to flasks — and at sensible prices. Mail order service available. 
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Australian 
Virgin Cork 


History 

Stromlo Forest (in the Australian 
Capitol Territory) and the area now 
known as Glenloch Cork Oak 
Plantation was used for cattle grazing in 
the early 1800’s. It became 
Government land in 1931 and is now 
listed on both the ACT Heritage regis- 
ter and the National Estate register. Part 
of Walter Burley Griffin’s concept was 
to make Canberra self sufficient com- 
mercially. The first acorns came from a 
tree at Duntroon. Larger consignments 
came from Spain, which was lost dur- 
ing a WWI torpedo strike, and then 
from France. By 1920 in excess of 9500 
cork oaks had been planted. 


Cork Oak (Quercus suber) 

Cork oaks can grow to 20 metres 
high and reach a diameter of | metre. 
They are drought tolerant and can live 
up to 400 years. Cork comes from the 
outer bark of the tree. The poorer the 
soil, the slower the growth, the better 
the cork quality. Properly harvested 
cork can be removed without damaging 
the tree and new layers regrow every 
year. Trees may be stripped every 9-10 
years. 

Cork harvesting in Stromlo Forest 
first commenced in the late 1940’s and 
manufacturing took place in 
Melbourne by GP Embleton & Co. In 
2001 professional cork strippers from 
Portugal were employed to remove the 
cork, primarily ‘virgin cork’, used for 
plant nursery applications. The latest 
cork harvest which took place in 
November 2005. 


Cork Central 
Easy Orchids, along with Tinonee 
Orchids, have purchased from ACT 
Forests, the entire 2005 harvest of vir- 
gin cork bark from the Glenloch 
Plantation. This bark comes in the form 
of flat to slightly curved sheets which 
range in size from 150mm — 800mm 
long. Some huge slabs are also avail- 
able for those wishing to create large 
specimens. Virgin Cork Bark is an ideal 
mount for epiphytic orchids and other 
plants such as tillandsias. It also has 
many other craft and building applica- 
tions. Easy Orchids and ‘Tinonee 
Orchids (see their adverts in the AOR) 
have good stocks of cork available. Hi 
Murray Shergold 

Woodburn, NSW 

Email: murray @easyorchids.com 
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The Southern Orchid Spectacular 


AG exciting new venue, a new time for 
a major show and impressive list of 
vendors provided a winning combination 
for the inaugural Southern Orchid 
Spectacular which took place at Sharkies 
(Cronulla-Sutherland Leagues Club) in the 
south beach suburbs of Sydney on 14 — 16 
October 2005. “Sharkies” is one of the 
large modern NSW Leagues Clubs and is 
the support base and home ground of the 


Barrita Orchids Display 


The Australian Orchid Review, April/May 2006 


NRL rugby league team the “Sharks”. 
With endless parking and a full range of 
bars, cafes and restaurants, it provided a 
unique environment for the Spectacular. 
The vendors’ area and the OSNSW Spring 
Show were held in two large rooms and an 
outdoor area, each of which were easily 
entered directly from the carpark. There 
was also direct access from _ the 
Spectacular to the facilities of the Club as 


well. 

Vendors, from all the mainland states, 
filled the vendors’ area. There was plenty 
of choice for all types of purchases, from 
someone wishing to purchase a beautiful 
flowing plant to take home to beginners’ 
right through to the most experienced 
grower. Whilst all types of collectors were 
catered for, species fanciers and native 
enthusiasts had a fascinating range of 
choice. 

More than one person was sceptical 
about the timing of a major show so late in 
the year. The exhibits proved them wrong 
providing a display that truly lived up to 
the name “Spectacular”. Soft cane dendro- 
biums in the midst of their season, pro- 
vided towers of spectacular colour in a 
way not normally seen at major shows in 
Sydney. The highlight, of course, was the 
Sarcochilus hybrids, in an ever increasing 
colourful range. 

There were lots of surprises. Cattleya 
hybrids and species turned out to be a 
major feature of the show. Many brightly 
coloured cocktail cattleyas caught the eye 
of the public. Fine clones of Cattleya inter- 
media were on display but all were out- 
shone by the Grand Champion Cattleya 
schilleriana ‘Lorraine’ owned by G. & L. 
Bromley. As well, it was awarded an 
Award of Merit by the AOC/OSNSW 
judging panel. As an example of the 
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Phalaenopsis (Errol x Kimberly Kmett) grown by 
Henri Choo 


strength of this class the plant that came 
second in the Cattleya species class to it, 
Cattleya walkeriana ‘Nicole’ also owned 
by G. & L. Bromley, a very well grown and 
full-shaped form was awarded an HCC. Sarcochilus (Dove x Fitzhart) ‘Peachey’ grown 
: and bred by Neville Roper 
Another surprise was the large number 
Dendrobium Polka ‘Orange Tower’ grown by Of cymbidiums on display. True, they were 
Keith & Loma Oxley not the usual standard or miniature hybrids 


“The Orchid Centre of Australia” 


Mail Order Specialists Australia Wide 


Cattleya schilleriana ‘Lorraine’ grown by Garrie 


Retail, Wholesale and Export  (Rimmdidid 


Free “Regular Plant Listing” on request. 


Free “Community Pot Listing” on request. 


Free “Premier Selection and Imported Plant 
Listing” on request. 


Priests Road (PO Box 96) Nursery Hours 
Deception Bay, Brisbane, Qld 4508 Wed. to Sat. —9 am to 4 pm 
Ph (07) 3888 3637 Fax (07) 3888 5271 Closed: Sun., Mon., Tues. 


E-Mail: aranbeem@bigpond.net.au & Public Holidays (Sarcochilus Fitzhart x Rhinochilus Rona) x 
Sarco. Riverdene 
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Cattleya intermedia var. amethystina ‘Aranbeem’. 


but had the interesting influence of 
Cymbidium devonianum and ___ the 
Australian native cymbidiums. A standout 
was the colourful Champion Native 
Species Cymbidium  canaliculatum 
‘Chocboy’ owned by Neville Roper. His 
Cymbidium pumilum var. album also stood 
out. Loma and Keith Oxley had the stand 
out soft cane dendrobium — Dendrobium 
Polka ‘Orange Tower’ was very well 
grown and flowered and was a mass of 
bright orange flowers. 

Sarcochilus were as expected, a stand 
out of the show. Winner of the prestigious 


ORCHID SPECIAL 
A&B FERTILISERS 


Food for all Orchid 
Species 

Crystalline — fully water 
soluble — especially 
manufactured for better 
orchids. Rich in 8 essential 
mineral trace elements. 


ORCHID SPECIAL A (Yellow 
Compound) 11.13.16 


Applied at initiation of flower spikes and continued 

through to the end of flowering. The high phosphorus 

and potassium and the low nitrogen content stimulates 
flowering and ensures a better bloom. 


ORCHID SPECIAL B (Blue 
Compound) 30.4.8 


For established plants, applied at completion of 

flowering through to initiation of flower spikes. Young 

and developing orchids should be fed regularly the 

whole year. The high nitrogen stimulates plant growth 

and plant vigour. Packed in 500g and 3kg units. Periodic 

feeding 15g in 5 litres of water. Regular 
feeding 2g in 5 litres of water. 


“Campbell Orchid Special A&B 
Fertilisers “just for good orchids” 


For the name of your local supplier contact: 


NSW: Products of Excellence (02) 9417 0277, Beresford 
Park Nursery Supplies (02) 4966 5477, Frank Slattery 
Orchids (02) 9150 7985. ACT: C.1.C. Supplies (02) 6241 
7477. VIC: Fertool Distributors (03) 9796 4433. QLD: 
Burnell Agencies (07) 3394 2211, J.C. & A.T. Searle (07) 
5497 2022 WA: Nurserymens Supplies 
(08) 9353 2536. SA: Munns Lawn Co. P/L (08) 8277 8000 
NT: Tropigro (08) 8984 3200. 


A product of 
COLIN CAMPBELL (CHEMICALS) PTY. LTD. 
5 Blackfriar Place, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 


Telephone (02) 9725 2544 Fax: (02) 9604 7768 
P.O. Box 6789, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164. 


AOR 037 
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Sarcochilus Fitzhart ‘Magenta’ 


Eric Marygold Trophy (awarded by 
Sutherland Orchid Society in recognition 
of its former member who did so much to 
popularise these orchids) was the spectac- 
ular Sarcochilus Fitzhart ‘Sweetie’ grown 
by Scott Barrie of Barrita Orchids. An old 
primary hybrid but a spectacular plant 
with hundreds of inflorescences. It was the 
best flowered plant seen for many years. 
Well known Sarcochilus breeder, Neville 
Roper took out an AD/AOC with a colour 
breakthrough, his Sarcochilus Fizzy Dove 
‘Peachey’ lived up to its name with a soft 
even peach colour. 


The Spectacular was a pleasing success. 
With improved advertising and support the 
numbers of attendees will increase greatly. 
The Spectacular will be on again from 
12th — 15th October 2006 at Sharkies. The 
vendors have promised to return and 
already it is known that the show will be 
larger. The second Southern Orchid 
Spectacular promises to be even more 
spectacular! Sharkies is on Captain Cook 
Drive, Woolooware opposite Woolooware 
High School. || 

Murray Aldridge, 
Email: mlv121213 @optusnet.com.au 


Tinonee Orchids 


‘Have Orchids... will travel’ 
2006 DIARY 


Tinonee Orchids will be at the following shows and Orchid events. 


Apr 15-17 
Apr 29 
May 12-14 
May 19-21 
Jun 24-25 
Jul 2 

Jul 20-23 
Jul 28-30 
Aug 11-13 
Aug 18-20 
Aug 18-20 
Sep 7-10 
Sep 22-24 
October 8 
Oct 13-15 
Nov 4-5 
Dec 3 


Southport Orchid Fair 
Stawell Garden Expo 
Ballina Orchid Fair 


Mingara Orchid Fair 


St Ives Orchid Fair 


Victorian International Orchid Fair — Greensborough 


Tinonee Orchids - Open Day & Show 

17th Australian Orchid Conference — Port Macquarie . 
Original Gosford Orchid Spectacular 

Sydney Orchid Extravaganza — Dural 


Melbourne International Orchid Spectacular - Keysborough 
Australian Springtime Flora Festival — Mt Penang 

Orchids In The Wetlands — Newcastle 

Hills District Orchids Open Day — Northmead 

Southern Orchid Spectacular — Cronulla 

Tweed Orchid Fair — Tweed Heads 

Easy Orchids Open Day — Northmead 


Order from us or pick up your order at any one of the above venues. 
See you there! 
Tinonee Orchids 


768 Tinonee Road, Tinonee NSW 2430 
Phone/Fax: (02) 6553 1012 


AOR 173 


Email: clement@tpg.com Website: www.tinoneeorchids.com 
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Dockrillia fairfaxii ‘Kevin’ close up of flowers 


he Orchid Council of New Zealand 

hosted the 5th International Orchid 
Expo that was held in fabulous weather 
from Ist — 4th September 2005 in the city 
of Hamilton, on the North Island of New 
Zealand. This event consisted of a com- 
petitive Show and Conference as part of 
the Weekend Gardener “Flower and 
Garden Fantasia”. 

The list of speakers for this prestigious 
event included locals Barry Frazer, Fanie 
Venter and Ross Tucker, Harry Nagata 
from Japan and Clive Halls, David Banks, 
Ray Clement, Michael Harrison and John 
Robertson from Australia. I was also hon- 
oured by being the After Dinner Speaker at 
the Trophy Presentation Dinner on the 
Saturday evening, and a great time was 
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Text and photos by David P. Banks 


had by all (despite the All Blacks beating 
the Wallabies that night as well!). It was a 
very friendly and jovial evening with fine 
food, wine and company. 

Other social functions over the five days 
of the Expo included the Judges 
Luncheon, Opening Cocktail Party and the 
outstanding Waikato River Cruise aboard 
the MV Waipa Delta where many enjoyed 
the delights of a stone-grill meal that 
cooked before our eyes! 

The Expo was a huge success. You 
could not ask for better spring weather, the 
place was full of amazing orchids and 
other flowers. Most of the orchids were 
incorporated into the vast number of floor 
and tabletop displays that filled this large 
venue. It was the largest orchid show ever 


staged in New Zealand, far surpassing the 
same event held in 2000 and I am told the 
World Orchid Conference held a decade 
before that. There were more plants on dis- 
play, and the quality of both the blooms 
and culture had been improved on their 
efforts five years previously. 

It must be remembered that there are 
sadly very few commercial orchid growers 
and producers in New Zealand, and their 
orchid shows are patronised largely by 
hobbyist and “backyard” orchid growers. 
Few orchid plants are now imported into 
New Zealand, largely due to government 
regulations, and most new arrivals travel 
into the country as flasks, and even that 
presents its own set of problems. The 
orchid growers of New Zealand are 
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Orchid - 


Review 


The publishers of the “Australian Orchid Review” are pleased to 
offer their readers popular Orchid books at special discount prices. 


New titles will be added to the list when available. 


All you have to do is select the book(s) required and fill in the 
details on the form provided. 


ORCHIDS 
Cultivation, Propagation 
and Varieties 

by David P. Banks 


“Orchids” is an irresistible volume for 
all orchid lovers that offers practical 
advise to ensure no more flowerless 
stalks, no more browned and brittle 
leaves and no more dead and dying 
plants. Indeed, “Orchids” offers rare | 
insights and comprehensive advice 
on how to keep your orchids vibrant- 
ly and beautifully healthy. 


As detailed as it is diverse, “Orchids” 
explains precisely what your chosen 
species, hybrids or variant needs in 
order to flourish at your fingertips. 
With techniques and tips from pro- 
fessional orchid growers and 
experts, each natural habitat can be 
reproduced in your home to accommodate your favourite bloom: Fascinating and 
richly descriptive chapters take you through the history of orchid discovery, their geo- 
graphical distribution and natural habitat, the awesome diversity of colour, shape and 
size, and all aspects of cultivation. A gloriously illustrated directory of species outlines 
the main characteristics of some 400 orchids. Illustrated with breathtaking images, 
“Orchids” is an excellent guide to _ 


growing orchids successfully. OUR DISCOUNT PRICE 140.95, 


224pp. Colour throughout. ——Eee A EVO i 
215% 280mm Soft cover. wes $4395 RRP (Ind GST) *rswanowwine 


| 
Cultivation, 
Propagation and 
Varieties 


MORE 
FLOWERING 
ORCHIDS 
THROUGHOUT 


THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


This is the sister volume to Cool Flowering 
Orchids throughout the Year. It is in the 
same format and style as the previous 
book, but also includes some genera that 
would require artificial heating in cooler 
climates. This volume covers a further 314 
orchid species and hybrids with 344 
colour plates. Both texts are highly recom- 
mend to all orchid fanciers; particularly 
newcomers who wish to see an array of 
delightful flowers that they could grow. 


MORE FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


132 , oc aaa rearmesccarmon a er eae 
2aonmx 1é6om _—_URDICONTPRKE S425. 
SE sass LNG 


COOL FLOWERING 
ORCHIDS THROUGHOUT 


THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


Ross Macdonald is a highly respected orchid 
grower and photographer from the North Island 
of New Zealand. This volume is devoted to cool 
growing orchid genera, which are easy to culti- 
vate in New Zealand and southern Australia. 
Growers in tropical areas should not be dis- 
couraged, as many of these orchids are indeed 
adaptable and will grow in a range of climates. 
Andy Easton has written the foreword. Ross has 
devoted the first few pages of the book to cul- 
tural hints, which are down to earth and give 
practical information on the basics of orchid cultivation. 


COOL FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


Basically this is a pictorial book with over 300 full colour photographs, covering a 
similar number of orchid species and hybrids. The quality of both the photographs 
and the colour reproduction is impressive. Alll of the orchids have been captured using 
available sunlight and there is no flash photography. There is a wide range of orchid 
genera covered with particular emphasis placed on cymbidiums, dendrobiums, 
laelias, masdevallias, the Odontoglossum alliance and Paphiopedilum. ; 


The photographs are arranged in four chapters, referring on their main blooming sea- 
son. The use of seasons ensures the text is also applicable to growers in the northern 
hemisphere. 

This inexpensive book is exceptional value and importantly is written by someone 
who knows and grows these orchids. | thoroughly recommend this book to orchid 


Softcover. 


THE WORLD 


OF ORCHIDS - 2 


The World of Orchids - 2 has been written by 
members and friends of the North Shore Orchid 
Society about orchids grown in Sydney and its 
environs, and we are indebted to those people 
for their time and effort. 


The world 0 


Orchi 


It has been produced to cover a large range of 
genera to help not only the novice, but also the 
experienced grower in their present fields of 
interest, and to tempt and encourage them to try 
other genera. 


It should be pointed out that the methods of cul- 
ture used by the authors are those which they 
themselves have found successful. Growers 
should try any changes to their own culture 
gradually and on a few plants first, as 
orchids respond differently under differ- 
ent conditions. 


80 pages, colour and B&W. 


Sat Stony 


$1190 RRP (In. GST) MSP MoMONs, 


INTRODUCING 


CATTLEYAS 
Noni J. Mammatt 


Noni Mammatt’s fascination with the 
Cattleya Alliance, their most beautiful 
blooms and extensive range of colour 
combinations, has prompted Noni to | 
share the results of her own trials in suc- 
cessfully growing and flowering all types 
of this most beautiful genus under shade- 
house conditions in the city of Perth in 
Western Australia. She hopes that as a 
result of her writing some new growers, as 
well as the experienced growers of other 
orchid genera, may be encouraged to 
introduce the Cattleya Alliance into their 


collections. 
The colour photography illustrates beautifully | 
24 pages, B&W. OUR DISCOUNT PRICE 6, 60 the topics under discussion and the orchid 
AU. (Ind.6st) names are supplied, where necessary, as a caption. 
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extremely enthusiastic and passionate 
about their plants, which they grow 
superbly. One feature of the large (and I 
mean large!) displays was the high per- 
centage of expertly grown and flowered 
specimen plants, in a range of genera, on 
show. Even though some of these were 
“old” hybrids, who cares! The public who 
flocked to the venue want to see lots of 
flowers, and that’s what they were greeted 
with. 

Judging an orchid show of this magni- 
tude is always a challenging but enjoyable 
task. Some forty or so judges, plus trainees 
split into their various groups and tackled 
the job at hand that took several hours to 
complete, and that was before the cham- 
pion and award judging. It was one of the 
best organised judging assignments that I 
have participated in, and credit must go to 
the Judging Chairperson, Margaret Lomas 
and her team for their professionalism. 

The choice of Grand Champion of the 
Show was a bit out of left field, going to 
Grahame Leafberg’s huge plant of 
Dockrillia fairfaxii ‘Kevin’ (a plant previ- 
ously known as Dendrobium teretifolium 
var. fairfaxii). This superbly grown and 
bloomed example was by far and away the 
best clone of this Australian epiphytic 
species that I (and most others) had ever 
seen. It was later to also be granted a First 
Class Certificate from the Orchid Council 
of New Zealand in further recognition of 


White Island 
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Paphiopedilum Coro Gold ‘Papa Aroha’ AM/OCNZ grown by Selwyn Hatrick 
Cymbidium (Chatter Magic x Joyce Goffin) grown by Norm Porter Orchids 


‘ geass 


Disa Kalgoorlie 


its superiority. It should be remembered 
that there were secret ballots for both the 
champions and the quality awards, so the 
individual judges made their minds up 
independently, a sound practice at such 
shows. This clone of Dockrillia fairfaxii 
was the largest and most floriferous exam- 
ple exhibited, as well as having the largest 
blooms, with wider than average seg- 
ments, and twice as many blooms on the 
inflorescence as normally encountered. It 
deserved its gongs. 

Reserve Champion went to Kevin 
Sherlock’s fine plant of Lycaste Koolena 
‘Joyce’ that was also later granted an 
Award of Merit. Selwyn Hatrick benched 
an outstanding complex white slipper 
orchid — Paphiopedilum Coro Gold ‘Papa 
Aroha’ that also gained an AM. Three 
other eyecatchers included Calanthe Dogo 
‘Theodore’ a hybrid with two shots of C. 
discolor and one of C. aristulifera in its 
background, expertly grown and flowered 
by Ewen Perrott. Cymbidium Eastern 
Venus, was an unusual miniature type, 
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Cymbidium Kiwi Paradise ‘Greengrass’ 


Cymbidium Eastern Venus grown by Clark York 


linking “standard” and “Oriental” cymbid- 
iums together, grown by Clark York, the 
blooms looked a bit like an open style 
Lycaste. The bright yellow Disa 
Kalgoorlie was the logo for Orchids Expo 
2005. 

The list of champions included: 

Grand Champion Orchid — Dockrillia 
fairfaxii ‘Kevin’ FCC-CCC/OCNZ — 
Grahame Leafberg 

Reserve Champion Orchid — Lycaste 
Koolena ‘Joyce’ AM/OCNZ — Kevin 
Sherlock 

Best Standard Cymbidium. Cymbidium 
Hot Port ‘Charity’ — J & B Orchids 

Best Miniature / Intermediate 
Cymbidium. Cymbidium One Tree Hill 
‘John’s Quest’ — Frank Winter 

Best Cattleya Alliance. Sic. (Rimfire x 
Solar Fire ) — Tuckers Nursery 

Best Phalaenopsis. Phalaenopsis Funky 
Girl ‘No. 1’ AM/OCNZ — B & F Johnson 

Best Dendrobium. Dendrobium Aussie 
Spectrum — Wolf Grausch 

Best Odontoglossum Alliance. 
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Wilsonara Kendrick Williams 
‘Featherhill’ AM/OCNZ — Len Cobb 
Best Paphiopedilum. Paphiopedilum 
Coro Gold ‘Papa Aroha’ AM/OCNZ — 
Selwyn Hatrick 
Best Specimen Plant. Dockrillia fair- 


faxii ‘Kevin’ FCC-CCC/OCNZ — 
Grahame Leafberg 
Best Pleurothallid Alliance. 


Masdevallia (Falcata x Heathii) — Gerry 
Back 

Best in Miscellaneous Genera. Lycaste 
Koolena ‘Joyce’ — K Sherlock 

Best Sarcanthinae. Vanda Palmerston 
Blue — G Lyster 

Best New Zealand Seedling. 
Cymbidium (Chatter Magic x Joyce 
Goffin) — Porter Orchids 

Best Sarcochilus. Sarcochilus Weinhart 
—G Lyster 

Best Species. Baptistonia echinata — 
Brian Enticott 

Best Display. Taranaki Orchid Society 

Best Table Top Display. E Byers & L 
Rockell 
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Calanthe Dogo ‘Theodore’ grown by Ewen Perrott 


Ray Dix Memorial Trophy. Best Red 
Cymbidium. Cym. (Fascination x Yowie 
Flame) — J Kramer 

New Zealand is a great place to visit, 
and we always have a most en joyable time 
every time we venture across the Tasman. 
Louanne and I travelled with Mike and 
Ros Harrison before the Expo around 
Auckland and spent a day in the Waitakere 
Ranges looking for native orchids and 
finding (albeit out of bloom) Earina 
mucronata, Earina autumnalis and Winika 
cunninghamii (formerly Dendrobium cun- 
ninghamii). During the Expo we also vis- 
ited Waitomo Caves, seeing the limestone 
formations and glow-worms, the boiling 
mud at Rotorua and Mike and I took a heli- 
copter flight to the active volcano, White 
Island. The chopper landed in the col- 
lapsed crater of the voleano which is still 
spewing water vapour and sulphur through 
numerous boiling vents. It was an amazing 
experience and a touch eerie in the knowl- 
edge that it could blow at any time! We 
spent an hour on the island, did some 
exploring for ourselves and walked up to 
the crater lake which is groundwater and 
currently at 60°C and close to breaching its 
banks. 

Congratulations to the Expo 2005 
Organising Committee for staging such an 
outstanding event, including Chairperson 
Margaret Liddell and Kath Bruce, Joy 
Wray, Ray Albiston, Wally & Margaret 
Lomas, Elsie Budge, Clive Perry, Richard 
Flint, Grahame Martin and Keith Smart 
plus their strong band of volunteers. I 
believe organising for Orchid Expo 2010 
is already underway! 


David P. Banks: 
Email: davidpbanks @veritel.com.au 


Eo & Ms 
ks & Mike Harrison on White Island September 2005 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


Australian Natives 


Late autumn is a busy time on the native 
orchid scene. There are quite a lot of species 
and hybrids in bloom now and some shows 
where you can see them. Along with the bold 
and showy D. bigibbum and its relatives there 
are a number of diminutive species such as 
Bulbophyllum  schillerianum, B. exiguum, 
Dendrobium schneiderae and the smelly 
Liparis species also in bloom. These might not 
have the attention-grabbing characteristics of 
the larger blooms but they are very beautiful 
and well worth a close look if you get the 
chance. They show the amazing variety of 
Australian native orchids. 

These months also see the first blooms of 
terrestrial species such as Corybas, Acianthus 
and Pterostylis for the year. These extraordi- 
nary natives are a field of interest in themselves 
and are often overlooked by growers as they 
have very different requirements to the natives 
of epiphytic origin. Give them a try if you are 
looking for something out of the ordinary. 
Some species are quite easy to grow and main- 
tain from year to year and many have been in 
cultivation for decades. Get advice from expe- 
rienced growers before purchasing tubers. 

At home it is time to get ready for winter. 
Growing orchids, or any plants, is a matter of 
knowing your local conditions and what to 
expect in the way of temperature range, frost 
and wind. You also need to know something 
about the conditions where the parents of your 
natives originated. This is becoming less 
important as the hybrids develop, but you still 
need to know the minimum they need to sur- 
vive and be sure your housing offers this and 
some as you want them not to merely survive 
but to thrive. Note also that some natives need 
to be exposed to a minimum temperature before 
they will bloom. Dendrobium falcorostrum 1s 
an example. 

Sealed housing and heating will be neces- 
sary for growers in some areas to keep even 
cool growing plants alive while those on the 
coast can get away with some plants of tropical 
origin and no heating at all. Heated houses 
should have been thoroughly checked by now 
and damaged panels and vents that don’t seal 
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fixed. Be sure the heater is working. Tubs of 
water will help maintain humidity levels appro- 
priate for the plants you grow as heaters dry the 
air. It is also a great way to store water and cre- 
ate a heat bank to reduce heating costs. Winter 
sun will heat the house and reduce heating bills 
but be sure plants aren’t going to get scorched, 
particularly under clear glass. The amount of 
heating you need depends entirely on what 
plants you grow and where you live. 

Continue the cleaning of the growing area 
and plants. Watch as the racemes of spring 
blooming plants develop and make sure they 
don’t get tangled in leaves and things. Remove 
all dead leaves and pseudobulbs from plants 
now but don’t remove pseudobulbs just 
because they are leafless. Check to see that they 
have dried out first as many natives continue to 
bloom from leafless growths. Dendrobium gra- 
cilicaule is a good example. 

Have a look for any changes in your grow- 
ing area. Things such as trees being removed let 
in more light, which is great in winter, but may 
also expose your plants to cold that hasn’t hap- 
pened before. Cold winds may also get to the 
plants. Large trees that have grown might block 
out that valuable winter sun. 

Lack of water seems to be a continuing con- 
cern although the long-term weather reports 
offer hope of good rain soon. If this happens it 
would be more of an opportunity to store water 
rather than an escape from the situation. Move 
your watering time to morning now so plants 
get a chance to dry out before the cold of night 
and, hopefully, you will not get damage from 
the cold. They may also need less water so cut 
it back a day or so if appropriate. 

This is not a good time for repotting in cooler 
areas as root growth slows with the arrival of 
cooler weather. Any plants repotted now will 
not be able to spread their roots through the new 
media and will be at risk of root rots. Only repot 
emergency cases now: those plants that are 
obviously in trouble as summer growth was 
weak or lost. Don’t worry about severely pot- 
bound orchids. They should have finished 
growing for the year and will probably bloom 
well as a result of the cramped conditions 
Deflasking is OK if you have flasks that look as 
if they will not make it to spring due to over- 
crowding or lack of media. At this time of year 
there is less chance of the plants dehydrating, 
but keep them in a protected place over winter. 
They will benefit from some heat as well once 
the cold nights set in. 

There is plenty to get on with at this time of 
year, so enjoy the warm days and your 
natives. | 


Cattleyas 


By the time you read these notes autumn will 
be with us. As the equinox has now passed the 
days will becoming shorter. This means you 
have little time to get your plants ready for the 
oncoming winter. : 

If you want to divide your plants into man- 
ageable divisions, do it now as tomorrow will 
be too late! Make sure you keep the plants in 
three or four bulb divisions. Cut old dead roots 


away, remove old sheafing and inspect for scale 
and mealy bug. If you do have scale problems, 
it may be easier to mix up some ECO-OIL® or 
a mixture of SPRAYTECH OIL® and 
NATRASOAP®. These products are not 
classed as dangerous. Just dip them in the mix- 
ture, let dry and then repot. Repot in your 
favourite brew. Many growers are now potting 
in bark and coarse perlite at about 3 parts bark 
to one part perlite. Some are now experiment- 
ing with Coco peat chips plus perlite. I will let 
you know how it performs in a future edition of 
these notes! After potting, stake all bulbs 
securely to stop movement. Water well, let 
drain, then drench with an AUXINONE® solu- 
tion to encourage plants to set out a new root 
system. Apply weekly for three to four weeks, 
then fertilise with MAJOR CARP® with the 
required amount of SUPER THRIVE®. This is 
a wonderful tonic! 

This time of the year you will only need to 
water weekly-only on sunny days. 

When watering check for scale. Spray if 
required. As winter approaches (June) make 
sure you have their winter abode ready. Glass 
house, tunnel etc. In other words — CLEAN 
IT UP! | 


Cymbidiums 
Spikes are up! First plants in flower! And 
every one is getting excited! 

The earlies I have seen so far this year have 
been pretty poor, yes they are cymbidiums but 
how horrible! We sure have a long way to go in 
the breeding of ultra earlies. May be we should 
spend a little more time in breeding some super 
colossal lates that are heat resistant and thrip 
resistant! Well, we can dream. 

By now we should be staking all of our 
spikes or using the famous Nie Co Rolls (Yo 
Yo’s). Very important. Before spikes are too 
long, move plants under shelter. Give all plants 
three or four snail pellets or spray with 
MESUROL 450® (There is also a water resis- 
tant pellet available these days!) 

Still give plants as much light as possible. 
Check for spider mites before buds emerge. 
Aphids may also be around. Spray if necessary. 
Keep compost just moist. Water only in the 


.. . We go every- 
where man.. . 
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37 


CULTURAL NOTES 


mornings on sunny days. Fertilise weekly with 
MERRI FERT. Remember this could be your 
last chance to spray with a fungicide to control 
future infestations of anthracnose and botrytis. 
CAPTAN® is now available in small packs for 
home gardeners which is great news for orchid 
growers. | 


Paphiopedilum 

The days are drawing in, the weather is 
cooler and the buds are beginning to appear in 
quantity in the Paphiopedilum collection. 

Regular - but not too frequent - watering and 
fertilising should be continued as before. The 
idea is to prevent the plants from drying out 
whilst avoiding an almost sodden condition. 
Fortunately the open nature of bark mixtures 
allows a fair degree of latitude with watering, 
but the potting material is breaking down by 
now and it will hold moisture for longer than it 
did when fresh. All watering should, by now, be 
done as early in the day as practicable. Avoid, 
if possible, watering when the weather is wet - 
even in the glasshouse. 

Shading should be reduced for the winter; 
this is best done shortly after Anzac Day. 

As a general rule the white Paphiopedilums 
begin to flower around late April, followed by 
the greens, the reds, the autumn shades and 
finally the spotted varieties late in the season. 
Modern hybrids, with their very mixed ances- 
try, often depart radically from this rule. Many 
whites, incidentally, do not do well under cold 
conditions. 

If you grow Paphiopedilums for the show 
bench it is important to avoid crooked or asym- 
metrical flowers. This is best done by keeping 
the stems upright and in good light from the 
beginning. Keep an eye out for buds caught 
under leaves and take the appropriate action. 
Whilst the growing stems are too soft to stake 
within about 50cm of the bud, they can be 
staked when they are somewhat longer than 
this. Staking is seldom necessary if the emerg- 
ing buds are kept in good, even light. It is a 
good idea to shift plants, as buds are found, to 
a bright, evenly lit spot where they can be well 
spaced and, preferably, faced to the north. This 
area should be well baited for snails and slugs, 
which seldom damage Paph. plants but have no 
such compunction concerning the buds and 
flowers. 

A good Paphiopedilum is more likely to 
catch the judge’s eye if the flower looks at him 
rather than at the floor. You can train the flower 
to look slightly upward by allowing it to open 
with the stem leaning foreward about fifteen 
degrees or so. The pot should be put in this 
position when the bud is about to open and kept 
there for about a week after the flower has fully 
opened. The bud and stem must always be ver- 
tical when viewed from the front, otherwise the 
lip will lean to one side. 

I do not advocate any kind of manipulation 
using cardboard, tissues, paper clips or the like. 
This invariably produces an unnatural looking 
flower which an experienced judge can spot at 
a glance. | 
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Phalaenopsis 


Don’t forget “May” is magnesium month! 
Each week during May apply a foliar spray of 
magnesium sulphate. The rate of use is 
130grams in 100 litres of water. During this 
treatment do not apply any other fertilise. After 
this treatment go onto a low nitrogen fertiliser. 
In America they use a 2+4.5+8! Water when 
necessary. Keep plants just moist. Do not turn 
on heat until June, or you may not get any 
spring spikes! 

If you have not repotted and plants need it — 
Do it now! Quickly. If you repot, fertilise 
weekly with MERRI FERT plus SUPER 
THRIVE®. This will get the plants moving 
quickly. 

If you have watery wet spots on the leaves, 
treat with HYSAN® or if available VIBREX 
HORTI PLUS with a C-10 activator. | 


Vandaceous 


Watering:— Don’t allow to dry out. If orchids 
are in teak baskets or in pots without potting 
mix, then water thoroughly every morning. In 
hot dry conditions, a later afternoon misting is 
also beneficial. If orchids are in potting mix 
then watering every second day will probably 
be sufficient with a misting on alternate days. 


Light:— Strap leaf vandas, ascocendas and 
other genera with wide leaves require 50% to 
70% shade. Semi-terete and other narrow leaf 
types require less. 


Fertiliser:— Continue as for Feb/March. 
Fertilise weekly, alternating over a four weekly 
cycle as follows — 


Wk. 1. Inorganic low nitrogen — Campbells A. 
Flowfeed HP8 or Aqua-K. 


Wk. 2. Wuzall Foliar or similar. 


Wk. 3. Inorganic low nitrogen — as for 
Wk. 1. 


Wk. 4. Organic — Fish Emulsion or Nitrosol. 


Pest Control:—Fungicide every six weeks (e.g. 
Daconil, Ridomil MZ WP or wettable Sulphur. 


Use Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum to 
control scale and insects. | 


THIS & THAT 


Mothers’ Day 
Orchid Show 


he Aspley Orchid Society will con- 

duct its Mothers’ Day Orchid Show at 
the Community Hall, Edinburgh Castle 
Road, Wavell Heights on the weekend of 
13th and 14th May, 2006. Doors will be 
open from 9.00am until 4.00pm daily. 
Benching of plants will be between 
2.00pm and 7.30pm on Friday 12th May, 
2006. 

Our Mothers’ Day Show is special in 
our Society’s calendar of events for we are 
able to give financial support to the Aspley 
Special School which does highly com- 
mendable work to help those children, 
who are less able, to build up the necessary 
skills to fit into society. Any support which 
is given to us in making this show a suc- 
cess, flows on to a most worthy cause. 

A spectacular display of orchids in 
bloom will be presented in a wide variety 
of genera. Plants in flower from members 
and participating nurseries will be avail- 
able for sale. Floral arrangements, espe- 
cially for mother, have been extremely 
popular in past years. Potting demonstra- 
tions and cultural advice will be available 
from our more experienced members. The 
Aspley Special School will again mount a 
display of the children’s work. 

We ask you to support us in our endeay- 
ours towards the Aspley Special School. 

Further information is available from 
Jan Patterson, phone (07) 3269 7537. M 


Mingara Orchid Fair: 
24th & 25th June 2006 


| Pe relatively new Fair on the Central 
Coast of New South Wales has quickly 
gained a large following and is now the 
major Central Coast orchid fair, being held 
at the Mingara Recreation Club at Tumbi 
Umbi. For more info — email: 
brian_duno@bigpond.com or phone Phil 
Spence on 0408-994 696. | 


World Wide SPECIES 
ORCHIDS Mail Order 
Flasks, Seedlings, Flowering size. 
Burleigh Park Orchid 


Nursery 
54 Hammond Way, Thuringowa, 
4815. Ph/Fax 0747 740 008 
Lists by mail or email: 
ian@speciesorchids.com 
www speciesorchids.com 
Propagators of the Rare, Beautiful and 
Unusual Orchid Species of the World. 
Accredited CITES & Phyto Export 
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Cetlarvale 
Orchids 


Specialist breeders of Australian 
Native Orchid Species and Hybrids 


* Mail orders our specialty 
* Phone prior to visiting 
* Send S.A.E. for our current listing 
Ross & Rhonda Harvey 
16 Heather-Anne Drive 
DRAPER QLD 4520 


& Telephone: (07) 3289 1953 


c . . . 
Q email: cedarvaleorchids@bigpond.com.au 
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THIS & THAT 


Victorian International 
Orchid Fair: 19th, 20th 
& 21st May 2006 


gain this event will be held at the St 
Sava Church Hall, Diamond Creek 
Road, Greensborough. Apart from a range 
of local and interstate vendors, there will 
be free cultural talks held over the week- 
end. Free entry with plenty of parking. Bus 
trips most welcome. 
Enquiries: Bill Miles on 03 5345 6387 
or email : miles@netconnect.com.au 


Victorian Country 
Orchid Clubs Challenge 


he 10th Victorian Country Orchid 

Clubs Challenge this year will be 
hosted by the Horsham and District Orchid 
Society. The challenge is held on the first 
weekend in July and this year the Horsham 
Town Hall 78 Wilson Street Horsham 
promises to be a hive of activity on Friday 
30th June to Sunday 2nd July Friday is set- 
up day and an early start will be available 
for the 10 clubs participating Friday night 
brings a BBQ tea for everyone at the 
Horsham Golf Club Golf Course Road 
Horsham. Guest speaker Greer Dellar is a 
well known Horsham identity, former 
mayoress and currently an elocution 
teacher Greer will entertain everyone with 
tales of the city and its many diverse char- 
acters. 

On Saturday morning (While the judges 
are busy judging the Challenge) a bus tour 
has been arranged to visit the edge of the 
Grampians, a thryptomene farm and see 
flower packaging for the export market. 
Back to the Town Hall for the rest of the 
day, to admire the plants, attend the semi- 
nar (Clive Halls of Mt Beenak Orchid 
Nursery) buy some must have orchids 
from the sellers, Johnstons Orchid 
Nursery, Mt Beenak Orchid Nursery, Easy 
Orchids and Sims Orchids and meet with 
fellow orchid enthusiasts for a great day, 


Saturday night a three course dinner will 
be held at the Horsham Golf Club com- 
mencing at 6.30pm. During the night 
Brian Noble will provide the entertain- 
ment, this, along with raffles, auctions and 
a lot of fun will make for a very enjoyable 
night 
(A courtesy bus is available for anyone 
who requires a ride out to the Golf Club). 
Sunday it’s back to the Challenge for the 
final day of the 2006 Victorian Country 
Orchid Clubs Challenge. For more infor- 
mation contact Bradley Scott. 3 Shirley 
Street Horsham Phone: 035382 5520. Hi 
Barbara Welsh 
Stawell, Victoria 
Email: bnjwelsh@netconnect.com.au 


AOC Conference, 
Port Macquarie — 
The Event Of 2006 


he AOC Conference is to be held at 

Port Macquarie in July 2006. It is 
opening on Wednesday July 19th to 
Sunday 23rd. Registration is available 
though the Port Macquarie Tourist 
Information 1300 303155 or forms are 
available on-line through the Orchid 
Society of NSW website (www.orchidso- 
cietynsw.com.au) or the AOC website. As 
well as attending for the full conference, 1- 
2 day registration will also be available. 
We already have over 200 registrations. 

The Show Schedule is complete and has 
been sent to all AOC Societies in 
Australia. It is also available at the website 
above. It will cater for all genera flowering 
at that time of year, not only for the com- 
mercial, society and major growers but for 
the smaller growers as well. We are 
expecting many entrants producing a 
superb display unrivalled by previous 
shows. 

The scientific programme has an excel- 
lent range of Australian and international 
speakers. As well as the experts at the sci- 
entific programme on Thursday and 


- THEN WE CAN HELP YOU 


- Small Runs of printed tags 
- Great prices 
- Quick Turn-a-round 


cet) aussie plant tags 
\y 


Contact David or Pauline Brewster at 
Email: apt@tags.net.au 
Web: www.tags.net.au 
9 The Grove, Tel: (03) 9761 1100 
Boronia, Vic. 3155 Fax: (03) 9761 0892 
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THE ORCHID REVIEW 


The world’s longest running Orchid journal 
All the latest AM/RHS, FCC/RHS and CCC/RHS awards in full colour — 
essential for orchid judges and all growers — six times a year. 
Articles on growing orchids, for beginners, by experts. Orchids in their natural habitats. 
Advanced growing, flasking, history, taxonomy and orchid biographies. 
Orchid hunting and orchid explorers. What to buy, where to buy it and how to grow it. . . 
The Orchid Review — 6 issues per year, starting January (ISSN 0030-4476) 
If a subscription is taken out during the year, back issues of that volume will be sent. 
Orchid Review with the Orchid Hybrid Registration List: UK £30 
All other countries: £40 airmail/£34 surface mail (Europe airmail) 
Orchid Review without the Orchid Hybrid Registration List: UK£25 
All other countries: £33 airmail/£28 surface mail (Europe airmail) 
To apply contact 
The Orchid Review, PO Box 38, Kent TN25 6PR, United Kingdom 


Tel: International code: +44 (0) 1303 813 803 Fax (0) 1303 813 737 


Friday, there will be lectures on Saturday 
for all at the conference at beginner level. 
Speakers can be viewed at the website. 

The commercial area has a huge range 
of nurseries catering for all aspects of 
orchid growing from the tiniest plants to 
orchid houses themselves. We now have 
several international nurseries attending to 
increase the range of plants available. 
There are sure to be plants and flasks for 
sale never seen before in this country. 

The social programme includes the 
opening cocktail party, an informal 
evening locally or cruising on the river, the 
banquet and local tours. 

As both promotion and fundraising for 
this conference, with UNSW Press we 
have released the Orchids of Australia 
Diary. John Riley’s magnificent drawings 
reproduced on over 50 pages in full colour. 
This is not just a diary but a book to be 
treasured. This is available from Tinonee 
Orchid Nursery at a cost of $20 each. 
There are still some of these left and they 
are a bargain at this price 

This is going to be a very special con- 
ference for New South Wales. The local 
Societies are looking forward to this event 
with great enthusiasm which will ensure 
its success. We hope to see all our orchid 


friends joining us next year. | 
Organising Chairman 
Ken Siew 


LEGACY 


We need your help... 
today more than ever. 


Please send donations 


to your nearest Legacy 
Office 
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The Cymbidium Club of Australia (NSW) Inc 


From Friday 11th August to Sunday 13th August 2006 


Battack Orchids Horticultural Solutions (HSO) 
Orchidland Nursery Rosella Orchids 
Royale Orchids Australian Orchid Nursery 
Nicky’s Slippers David Keanelly Orchids 
Tinonee Orchids Mini World Orchids 
The Orchid Oasis Johnston’s Orchids 
Shenandoah Orchids Dendi Orchids 


To be held at the Dural Recreation Centre, “Ellerman Park” 
Kenthurst Road, ROUND CORNER, DURAL (Entrance from Pellitt Lane) 


Come along and see some of the best flowering 
orchids on display in the country and purchase 
some top quality plants 
Admission $4.00 FREE Parking 
Refreshments provided all day by the Round Corner Bush Fire Brigade 


For more information please contact 
Peter Moore 02 9721 0572 or Keith Harris 02 9520 8551 
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Editor’s Report 
lowering season and show season 
comes around too quickly. Flower 

spikes are developing and hopes for this 
season’s flowering along with them. 
There are many things to prepare for at 
this time of the year and, for many of us, 
this also includes coming up with ideas 
and concepts for show displays, an area 
which adds so much to the visual impact 
of our shows, from the smallest club 
show to our major state and national 
shows. 

In this issue we bring you Dean 
Roesler’s last article, one which deals 
with just this subject — show displays. 
Always one of Dean’s greatest loves and 
an area he devoted many hours to, both in 
devising concepts and working out how 
to turn those ideas into a working 3- 
dimensional reality, and in the time and 
trouble he took getting his displays just 
right when the big day came. We can 
think of few people better qualified to 
pass on tips and helpful advice about the 
art of structuring eye-catching displays 
than Dean Roesler and I’m sure his 
thoughts and ideas will help us all to 
stage better displays that will help to 
show off our cymbidiums to greater 
effect. 

Also in this issue Graham Morris of 
Valley Orchids takes us on a trip to China 
to experience Cymbidium growing on a 
commercial scale we can barely imagine. 
The Chinese have only recently begun to 
turn their attention to commercial orchid 
production and are focusing on Australia 
to a large degree to supply plant stock for 
their fledgling industry. Graham paints a 


Editors 


Noe Smith 


most interesting picture in words and 
illustrations to show just how quickly the 
Chinese are developing a state-of-the-art 
and efficient commercial Cymbidium 
industry. 

The Cymbidium Orchid Society of 
Victoria brings as news and information 
on the 2006 National Cymbidium Show, 
including show dates and venue details. 
Fleurijn Orchids-Holland is once more 
supporting the national show as naming 
rights sponsor, with Ararat Rural City 
hosting the event. Check out the dates for 
this year’s premier Cymbidium event. 

Last issue saw the nominees and 
results of the 2005 SAGE Horticultural 
Seedling of the Year competition and, in 
this issue, we bring you a trip down 
memory lane featuring every SAGE win- 
ner since the competition’s inception 11 
years ago. In that time this competition 
has recognised and focused our attention 
on well over 100 of the best new hybrids 
made and flowered, with the vast major- 
ity of them being the result of Australian 
hybridising. 

Rounding out this issue is an excerpt 
from the Australian Cymbidium 
Society’s judging handbook — the first of 
a number of features we will be running 
to inform all growers of the rules and phi- 
losophy of the ACS. The aim is to make 
the often mystifying process of judging 
more accessible to all and, with that in 
mind, explanations will be included with 
each feature. If you ever wondered why 
such-and-such a plant beat the rest, 
here’s your chance to find out. 

Good health and good growing... 


Your Editors 


Rob Smith 


24 William Hunter Court, 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 


Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


Email: 
rob.and.noe@internode.on.net 


“HOWTO,JONA | 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (except December, January 
and February) 

Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Lakemba Chapter Remembrance Hall, 
220 Lakemba Street, Lakemba, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Peter Moore, 

10 Stephanie Street, 

Padstow, N.S.W. 2211 
Phone: (02) 9721 0572 
President, Geoff LeMarne, 

Phone: (02) 9449 9648 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month (except December and January) 
Auditorium open from 7.00 p.m. — 
Beginners’ Group commences 7.20 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Burnside Community Centre, 

401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore, Adelaide, S.A. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Jeanne Hall, 

18 Coorilla Avenue, Glenelg North, S.A. 5045 
Phone: (08) 8294 5562 
President, Ray Brady, 

Phone: (08) 8252 3812 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID CLUB OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of 
each month (except January and February) 
Benching of plants commences 7.15 p.m. 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Belmont Sports & Recreation Club, 
Abernethy Rd, Belmont, W.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Dierdre Oliver, 

35 Albert Road, Middle Swan, WA 6056 
Phone: (08) 9274 2308 
President, Helen Stretch 
Phone: 0419 197 043 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA INC. 


Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of 
each month (except January) 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. — 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Mt. Waverley Youth Centre, 
Millers Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Jenifer Robertson, 

54 Worthing Road, Devon Meadows, 
Victoria 3977 
Phone: (03) 5998 2226 
President, Peter Sunderland, 
Phone: (03) 5998 2535 
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A Review of the 


SAGE Horticultural Cymbidium 
Seedling of the Year Winners 


Text by Rob Smith — Photographs by various persons. 


s has previously been stated through these pages, 

Australian Cymbidium growers and hybridisers owe a 
debt of gratitude to Bob Campbell and SAGE Horticultural 
for making this competition possible, and for his generous 
sponsorship and enthusiastic support of the concept over the 
past 1 years. 

The various entries, class winners, and annual overall win- 
ners have showcased some of the best new Cymbidium 
hybrids produced, not only by Australian hybridisers, but also 
by many from overseas — primarily though, by our own local 
breeders. While a number of the 11 winners have been plants 


1996: Cym. Jess Winter 
‘Kimberlie’ 
Parentage: (Jessie Blakiston x Winter 
Fair) 

Owners: Helen and John Palmer — 
Mini World Orchids 
Hybridisers: as above 
Shapely powder pink intermediate that 
is compact-growing and floriferous. 


grown and flowered by the hybridists themselves, a good per- 
centage have been grown and owned by others who bought 
their champions as seedlings, just like you or I do. 

The SAGE seedling competition is proof positive of the 
healthy state of Cymbidium hybridising, particularly in 
Australia. The winners, the hybridisers, the Australian 
Cymbidium Society and, of course, Bob Campbell, can be jus- 
tifiably proud. | 

Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


1995: Cym. Sweet Treat 
‘Annalise’ 
Parentage: (Mesa Zia x Sunbreeze) 
Owners: Dean and Mary Roesler 
Hybridiser: Schafers Orchids 
April-May flowering hybrid with fine 
flower form and floriferous habit. 
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SAGE Cymbidium Seedling of the Year — a review 


1997: Cym. Lemon Butter “Tee Pee’ 
Parentage: (High Sierra x Wallara) 
Owner: Terry Poulton 
Hybridiser: Adelaide Orchids 
Tall-spiking large-flowered clear yellow from 
famous parents. 


1998: Cym. Sleeping Sharon 
‘Nicole’ 
Parentage: (Sharon x Sleeping Beauty) 
Owner: Murray Weston 
Hybridiser: Easy Orchids 
Shapely blooms on tall spikes from a combination 
of a normal-coloured parent with the classic pure 
colour Cym. Sleeping Beauty ‘Sarah Jean’. 
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1999: Cym. Blazing Fury ‘Edel’ 
Parentage: Yowie Flame x Lancashire Rose) 
Owner: Vic Haskard 
Hybridiser: Bryants Orchids 
Large and shapely intense red typifying the 
improvements in red breeding taking place in 
modern cymbidiums. 


SAGE Cymbidium Seedling of the Year — a review 
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2000: Cym. (no regis- 
tration found) 


Parentage: (Jessie Blakiston x 
Lalor’s Luck) 
Owners: Helen and John 
Palmer — Mini World Orchids 
Hybrisiders: as above 
A second win from Helen and 
John’s breeding program and 
again using the classic minia- 
ture breeder Cym. Jessie 
Blakiston. 


2001: Cym. Ruby Valley ‘No. 1° 
Owners: Jan and Andy Leamon 
Hybridiser: Dean Roesler 


An outstanding example of what has become a benchmark crossing for intermediate red cymbidiums. 
Continued on page 49 
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The Principles of ACS Judging Explained 


| ees wondered just how the judges 
arrived at their decisions when you 
enter a show and read the results sheets, or 
when you see a newly awarded plant at a 
meeting, a show, or in an orchid magazine 
such as this one? 

This series of articles will attempt to 
clarify the process used, and the values and 
philosophy employed (at least in terms of 
the Australian Cymbidium Society where 
these rules apply at all national shows 
regardless of the state in which it his held), 
to all members/exhibitors of state 
Cymbidium clubs that use the same, or 
nearly identical, judging handbook at their 
own non-national shows. 

I would certainly not presume to offer 
explanations, or opinions, on other judging 
systems, of which there are many, both in 
Australia and overseas. Hopefully, for 
those of you who exhibit in national 
Cymbidium shows, or at the meetings of 
some state Cymbidium clubs, or view the 
judges handy-work and want to under- 
stand how they arrived at their decisions, 
these explanations and excerpts from the 
ACS Judging Handbook will make things 
clearer. 


A. The aim of ACS judging is to recog- 
nise and reward quality in cymbidiums 
(or their culture, where applicable) in 
accordance with ACS judging philoso- 
phy. These principles simplify judging 
practice and should provide a uniform 
and credible approach, regardless of 
the Cymbidium type. 

Hopefully, this section is pretty clear, 
but note the importance of uniformity and 
credibility — these factors are paramount if 
everyone is to have confidence in the sys- 
tem. 


B. The approach to all judging is by 
objective appreciation. Appropriate 
values may be assigned to the various 
features of the flower and plant to aid 
this assessment. For training purposes 
and future reference, values will be 
assigned to each of the following fea- 
tures of all cymbidiums. 

So, what is objective appreciation? To 
me it means that judges are required to 
look at and appreciate the qualities of the 
flowers and plants before them, but in an 
objective way, unswayed by personal 
tastes or other unrelated factors. Plants are 
to be assessed on their merits and with 
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— Part One 


by Rob Smith 


consideration to their type and breeding if 
necessary. The term “values” refers to the 
use of a points system applied to a range of 
defined features. 


C. These features are: Shape & 
Substance, Colour & Texture, Habit & 
Arrangement, and, Size of Flower & 
Floriferousness of Inflorescence and 
Plant. 

This part needs no explanation as the 
features are dealt with in detail shortly. 


D. Features and their evaluation. In 
those exhibits where flower quality 
predominates, Large Flowered Type 
cymbidiums and Small Standard Type 
cymbidiums, but where overall display 
is also important, values will be 
assigned to the following features in the 
ratio 30:30:10:30. In those exhibits 
where overall display predominates, 
Intermediate Type cymbidiums and 
Miniature Type cymbidiums, values 
will be assigned in the ratio 
25:25:25:25. 

These values obviously break down into 
parts of a total of 100 and are based on the 
perceived importance of the various fea- 
tures. The difference in points allotted to 
the two distinct groups is based on the rel- 
ative number of generations of develop- 
ment in breeding which has taken place 
and the generally more floriferous nature 
of the smaller flowered types, a feature it 
is considered desirable to maintain. 


E. The above features are defined as 
follows: 

1) Shape & Substance 

The flower should exhibit superior 
from and spatial arrangement. All 
shapes from circular in outline to those 
exhibiting characteristics of back- 
ground species are acceptable. The 
flower should be zygomorphic — exces- 
sive hooding, furling, cupping, reflex- 
ing and twisting are undesirable unless 
they are natural features. The flowers 
should have sufficient substance to 
maintain their shape. 

Okay, zygomorphic means each side of 
the flower should basically be a reflection 
of the other, not one big petal on one side 
and a smaller one on the other, for exam- 
ple. It’s important to note that we consider 
all types not just show type flowers and, 
while the best size, shape and qualities are 


important, we have to consider the type 
and breeding. As an example, it would be 
unreasonable to expect a flower where one 
parent was say, Cym. tracyanum, to have 
flat, round, filled-in flower shape. 


2) Colour & Texture 
Colour includes white and any colour 
or combinations of colours. It should 
be clear, fresh and glistening. All 
markings and shadings should be 
evenly distributed and clearly defined. 
Flowers should be without blemish. 
Colour is perhaps the most difficult 
area. Insipid colour to me might mean pas- 
tel to you. Or, my idea of a blush of colour 
might be your dirty smudge. It’s not 
always easy for judges and often a consen- 
sus opinion will make the decision. In gen- 
eral, washed out looking colours, or dirty 
looking colours, won’t rate highly and 
blemishes such as colour breaks, insect 
damage, fungal spotting, etcetera, will see 
a flower penalised in the judging assess- 
ment. 


3) Habit & Arrangement 

The stem should be sufficiently strong 
to support the inflorescence(s) with 
minimal staking and tying, it should 
not be bent or twisted. The flowers 
should be evenly displayed with mini- 
mal overlapping, and should prefer- 
ably stand clear of the foliage. In gen- 
eral, only racemes with two-thirds of 
their flowers fully open are eligible for 
judging. The number of flowers should 
be commensurate with the maturity of 
the plant. 

Well, the first part about wanting strong 
stems which don’t need to be trussed up to 
stop them falling over is pretty clear. As far 
as flowers not being too bunchy is con- 
cerned, that is generally our taste — but in 
Japan they like them bunchy with the 
flowers crowding each other. We don’t 
want to see flowers lost from view down in 
the leaves and we aren’t looking for mon- 
strously large mature plants with only a 
few flowers on them either. In some judg- 
ing systems that didn’t matter once (and 
for some it still doesn’t) but, essentially, 
they are judging the flower spike 
“detached” from the plant. These days 
there are plenty of quality Cymbidium 
hybrids that can produce quality flowers, 
and plenty of them, so we consider them as 
better (or more desirable) than those with 
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very few flowers for the size of the plant 
needed to produce them. If the quality is 
essentially the same, wouldn’t we all pre- 
fer more flowers rather than less? 


4) Size of Flower & Floriferousness of 

Inflorescence and Plant 

The size and number of flowers should 
be appropriate to the hybrid or species 
under consideration. The plant should 

be well presented, healthy, and in show 
condition. The floral display should be 
proportional to its size. 

First up, the size and number issue is 
pretty simple — judges are comparing each 
plant to a reasonable expectation. If a 
breeding line generally produces lots of 
big flowers and they’re looking at a plant 
with only a few small flowers on a given 
size plant then it probably will not impress 
them. They will expect a plant being 
shown to be healthy, not bug infested, or 
diseased, and for it to be clean and cared 
for. The last sentence is about the plant and 
flowers looking balanced and reasonably 
floriferous for its type. 


inter and early spring is always a 

busy time for Cymbidium enthusi- 
asts and the annual National Cymbidium 
Show is arguably the main event each 
show season. All Cymbidium lovers should 
mark the weekend of September 9th and 
10th on their calendars as those are the 
dates for 2006, to be staged in the Victorian 
rural city of Ararat. 

Once more, with the support of naming 
rights sponsor Fleurijn Orchids-Holland, 
Ararat Rural City, and many other gener- 
ous sponsors, the Australian Cymbidium 
Society, and the Cymbidium Orchid 
Society of Victoria are able to present the 
best of cymbidiums and the most compre- 
hensive show schedule. 

In all, over 100 size and colour classes 
are available for flowering plants and cut 
stems, along with over 20 champion 
classes and seven display classes, making 
up the largest show schedule for 
Cymbidium orchids ever assembled. 

Of course the largest show schedule 
would mean nothing without the very best 
cymbidiums to complement it and in this 
important area the National Cymbidium 
Show guarantees that the very best in new 
and exciting hybrids, superbly grown spec- 
imen plants, striking massed displays, and 
the greatest possible variety of Cymbidium 
types will be on show. Flowering cymbid- 
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Hopefully, it’s reasonably clear from 
this section of the ACS Judging Handbook 
that what the judges are looking for are 
well-grown and healthy plants which 
flower well, carry their flowers so we can 
all see and appreciate them, and that 
flower quality, size, shape and colour 
should be as good as possible given their 
type and breeding. Judges are expected to 
assess the plants and flowers before them 
based on knowledge of the type and what 
can be expected based on their having seen 
thousands of cymbidiums and comparing 
those they are judging against “bench- 
mark” cymbidiums of the same type, size, 
colour, etcetera, which they know of or, if 
necessary, by referring to expert advice 
(perhaps in the case of judging a rare 
species for example). 

Next issue we’ll begin looking at how 
cymbidiums are judged for awards, what 
those awards are, and what they mean. 

Just a few final words on the subject of 
judging: In my _ experience ALL 
Cymbidium club judges endeavour to do 
their best when it comes to judging other 


National Cymbidium Show 
Ararat 2006 


iums from many of our country’s best 
growers, both amateur and commercial, 
will be gathered together for these two spe- 
cial days in September. 

Staged in the Performing Arts Centre 
within the historic and beautiful old Ararat 
town hall on Barkly Street, the Fleurijn 
Orchids-Holland National Cymbidium 
Show for 2006 returns to a venue and city 
that has a special place in the story of 
Cymbidium development in Australia. This 
hall and this city is where it all started in 
1996 with the staging of the first ever 
national show, a brave gamble by the Ararat 
Council, the then newly formed Australian 
Cymbidium Society, the Cymbidium 
Orchid Society of Victoria, and the other 
Australian Cymbidium clubs. It was a gam- 
ble that was hugely successful and which 
led to the national show going on from 
strength to strength in each successive year. 

With Ararat being some two hour’s 
drive from Melbourne (or take a leisurely 
train trip if you wish) it is an ideal oppor- 
tunity to enjoy a relaxed weekend admir- 
ing the flowers, chatting to other growers 
and enthusiasts, and enjoying the sights 
and history of the city and surrounds. 
Originally settled due to the Australian 
gold rush of the 1800’s, Ararat is now the 
centre of a major farming area with the 
Pyrenees vineyards and wineries and 


people’s plants. Judges are not allowed to 
judge their own. Judges are constantly 
monitored to ensure they are up to scratch 
and to maintain the highest standards possi- 
ble. Having said that, no one is perfect and, 
on occasion, mistakes can happen. It isn’t 
always an easy job and big shows can mean 
up to five or six hours on your feet and hun- 
dreds of exhibits to look at. Sure, they vol- 
unteer for it — and it can be a very enjoyable 
and satisfying thing to be involved in — but 
like anything else, it has its ups and downs. 
Of course judges don’t have the luxury of 
viewing the plants in a show all weekend, or 
even all week in the case of some shows, 
and comparing plants at their leisure. As a 
result it may sometimes seem that they’ ve 
missed something. If you feel a mistake 
may have been made it’s quite acceptable to 
ask the judge, or judges, if they’re available. 
Most judges welcome enquiries and if you 
make a civil enquiry then I’m sure you’ll 
get a civil answer. | 
Rob Smith 

24 William Hunter Court 

Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


numerous craft shops nearby, and the 
rugged but beautiful Grampian National 
Park on it’s doorstep. 

Exhibitors can set up their displays, 
plants and flowers on Friday the 8th of 
September, with show judging taking place 
that evening. The show then opens to the 
public on Saturday the 9th of September 
from 9am to Spm, and on Sunday the 10th 
of September from 10am to 4pm. 

A show dinner/dance will be held on the 
Saturday evening and bookings for the din- 
ner can be made by contacting COSV 
Treasurer, Henk Morren, on (03) 9763 
7279. It is best to book as early as possible 
as the dinner/dance, which includes all 
major prize presentations, is extremely 
popular. 

For all other show information and 
exhibitor registrations please contact 
Jenny Robertson on (03) 5998 226, or 
David Allen on (03) 9789 1501, or email 
him at DavidAllen1 @optusnet.com.au . 

The Australian Cymbidium Society and 
the Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria 
hope to see you in Ararat to share the 
beauty of the very best Cymbidium orchids 
to be seen anywhere in the world. a 

ACS and COSV 

c/- Rob Smith 

24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 
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SHOWDATES 


ORCHID SOCIETY 


DATE TIME SEASON SHOW ADDRESS 
New South Wales 
19-21 April Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Newcastle OS Edgeworth Shopping Centre 
22 April Closing 4.00pm Autumn Show Main Road, Edgeworth 
20-21 April 9.00am-8.00pm Autumn Coffs harbour OS Palms Centre 
22 April 9.00am-2.30pm Autumn Show Coffs Harbour 
10-12 May Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Grafton District OS Grafton Shopping World, Grafton 
4-5 May 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Nambucca Valley Macksville Scout Hall 
6 May 9.00am-3.00pm Autumn Orchid Show Partridge Street, Macksville 
18-20 May Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Hawkesbury District OS Westpoint Blacktown 
Autumn Display Patrick Street, Blacktown 
20-21 May TBA Winter Macleay Valley OS South West Rocks Country Club 
Cattleya Spectacular South West Rocks 
25-26 May 8.00am-6.00pm Autumn Casino & District OS Presbyterian Hall 
27 May 9.00am-4.00pm Beef Week Autumn Show Hickey Street, Casino (same street as Fire Station) 
25-26 May 8.30am-9.00pm Autumn Tweed District OS Tweed City Shopping Centre 
27 May 8.30am-3.00pm TDOS Autumn Show Tweed Heads South 
1-3 June Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Cumberland orchid Circle Carlingford Court 
Annual Display Cnr Pennant Hills Road & Carlingford Roads, Carlingford 
20-24 June Shopping Centre Hours —_— Winter Leisure Coast OS Winter Show Westfield Shopping Centre, cnr Princess Highway, Figtree 
21-24 June Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Boolaroo OS Stockland Jesmond 
22-23 June 8.30am-9.00pm Winter Manning River OS Manning Hall 
24 June 8.30am-1.00pm Winter Show Manning Street, Taree 
22-23 June Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Maitland & Coalfields Raymond Terrace Market Place 
24 June 9.00am-3.30pm District OS - Autumn Show Raymond Terrace 
22-24 June 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Sutherland Shire OS Swanes Nursery 
28 June-1 July Shopping Centre Hours _— Winter South Coast OS Winter Show _ Corrimal Park Mall, Princess Highway, Corrimal 
28 June-1 July Shopping Centre Hours —~ Winter Newcastle OS Cardiff Panthers Club 
2 July Closing 4.00pm Winter Show Cardiff 
5-8 July Shopping Centre Hours — Winter Carlingford Orchid Circle Westfield Shoppingtown 
Winter Show North Rocks Road, North Rocks 
6-8 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Manly Warringah OS Centro Shopping Centre 
’ Warriewood Winter Show Jacksons Road, Warriewood 
6-10 July Shopping Centre Hours —-~ Winter Campbelltown & District OS McArthur Square 
Winter Show Cellicar Road, Campbelltown 
13-15 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Eastwood & District Eastwood Shopping Centre 
Orchid Circle - Winter Show Rowe Street, Eastwood 
26-30 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Central Coast-Hunter Region Lake Haven Shopping Centre 
Cymbidium Society - Spring Lake Haven Drive, Lake Haven 
27-28 July Shopping Centre Hours —- Winter Maitland & Coalfields Cessnock Market Place 
29 July 9.00am-2.00pm District OS - Winter Show Cessnock 
Queensland 
6-7 April 8.30am-9.00pm Autumn Pine Rivers OS Deception Bay Shopping Centre 
8 April 8.30am-3.30pm Autumn Show Deception Bay Road 
8 April 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Beaudesert Districts OS Canungra School of Arts 
9 April 9.00am-3.00pm Autumn Show 2 Pine Street, Canungra 
8 April 8.30am-4.00pm Autumn Ipswich OS Bundamba Primary School 
9 April 8.30am-2.00pm Autumn Show Brisbane Road, Bundamba 
8 April 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Rockhampton OS Rockhampton High Assembly Hall 
9 April 9.00am-3.00pm Autumn Show Campbell Street, Rockhampton 
14 April 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn Bribie Island OS Indoor Bowls Club Hall 
15 April 9.00am-2.30pm Autumn Easter Show First Avenue, Bribie Island 
15-17 April Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Southport & Districts OS Oasis Shopping Centre 
Orchid Festival & Trade Fair Broadbeach, Gold Coast 
20 April 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Sunshine Coast OS Beausang Room 
91 April 9.00am-4.00pm Caloundra Inc Caloundra Civic & Cultural Centre, Caloundra 
22 April 9.00am-2.00pm 
29 April 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn Lockyer Valley OS Caretaker Cottage 
30 April Autumn Show Historic Village, Freemans Road, Gatton 
29-30 April 8.30am-5.00pm Autumn Darling Downs Orc. Assoc. Walsh’s Seeds & Garden Centre 
1 May 8.30am-3.00pm Annual Autumn Show 881 Ruthven Street, Toowoomba (op. K-Mart) 
5-7 May 8.30am-6.00pm Autumn Atherton Tableland OS Shop Main Street, 
Autumn Show Atherton 
12-13 May 8.30am-4.30pm Autumn Noosa Dist. Orc & Fol. Soc. CWA Hall 
Mothers Day Display Maple Street, Cooroy 
12-13 May 8.00am-4.00pm Autumn Bundaberg 0S Civic Centre 
14 May 8.00am-1.00pm Annual Orchid Show Baurbong Street, Bundaberg 
13 May 10.00am-3.00pm Autumn ° Proserpine Orchid & Foliage Cannonvale State School 
Mothers Day Fete Proserpine 
13-14 May 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Aspley ‘Mothers Day’ Community Hall, Edinburgh Castle Road, Wavell Heights 
20 May 9.00am-3.00pm Autumn South Burnett OS Uniting Church Hall, Alford Street, Kingaroy’ 
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SHOWDATES 


DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS 
Victoria 
27-28 May 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn Maribyrnong OS Maribyrnong Community Centre 
Randall Street, Maribyrnong 
10-11 June 10.00am-4.30pm Autumn Geelong Orchid & Indoor Vines Road Community Centre 
Plant Club — June Show 49 Vines Road, Hamlyn Heights 
10 June 9.00am-4.30pm Winter Melbourne Eastern OS East Burwood Uniting Church Hall 
11 June Noon-4.30pm Winter Show Cnr Burwood Highway and Blackburn Road 
12 June 9.00am-4.30pm (opp K-Mart) 
18-20 August 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn OSCOV Collectors Corner 
Springvale Road, Keysborough 
9 September 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn National Cymbidium Show Performing Arts Centre 
10 September 10.00am-4.00pm Barkly Street, Ararat 
South Australia 
7-13 May Shopping Centre Hours Autumn South Coast Orchid Club Colonnades Shopping Centre 
Beach Road, Noarlunga Centre 
18-21 May Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Gawler District Orchid Club Elizabeth Park Shopping Centre 
G.D.0.C. Autumn Show Yorktown Road, Elizabeth Park 
18-24 June Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Gawler District Orchid Club Centro St Agnes Shopping Centre 
G.D.0.C. Autumn Show cnr North East and Hancock Roads, St Agnes 
Western Australia 
4-6 May Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Wanneroo OS Warwick Grove Shopping Centre 
Warwick Show cnr Beach & Erindale Roads, Warwick 
4 May 8.30am-9.15pm Autumn Bunbury OS Centre Point Shopping Centre 
5-7 May 8.30am-5.00pm Autumn Show Bunbury 
27 July 8.30am-9.15pm Winter Bunbury OS Bunbury Forum Shopping Centre 
28-29 July 8.30am-4.30pm Winter Show Bunbury 
New Zealand 
17 June 10.00am-4.00pm Winter Hawkes Bay Clive Town Hall, Main Road, Clive 
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FULL CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 
EASY ORCHIDS 


ORCHIDS FOR EVERYONE 


3 Sussex Street, Woodburn 
Phone 02 6682 2635 


Correction 


Re the 2005 SAGE Horticultural 
Cymbidium Seedling of the Year 
article published in the last issue 
of the Australian Orchid Review: 


Both your editors and _ the 
Australian Cymbidium Society 
apologise to Moss and Rosemary 
Bray, owners and hybridisers of the 
2005 winner of the SAGE 


Horticultural Cymbidium Seedling 
of the Year competition, for the error 
made in the naming their plant in the 


Feb/Mar 2006 issue of the AOR’s 
Cymbidiums Australia section. 

Their winning plant should have 
carried the name Cym. Kimberley 
Lagoon (Valley Zenith x Kelly’s 
Winter). 

While errors do slip through on 
rare occasions, it is most unfortunate 
when an error this spectacular 
occurs. Once again, our apologies to 
Moss and Rosemary. 

A reprint of their comments on 
their SAGE win, with corrections 
and a picture of their flower, cor- 
rectly named, appears elsewhere in 
this issue. | 
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CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


SAGE Cymbidium Seedling of the Year — a review 


Continued from page 44 


2002: Cym. Kimberley 
Winter ‘Tee Pee’ 


Parentage: (Kelly’s Winter x 
Allumination) 
Owner: Terry Poulton 
Hybridiser: Dean Roesler 
An outstandingly successful hybrid 
made by at least two hybridisers using 
different Cym. Kelly’s Winter varieties 
to make a regular show and award win- 
ning crossing. 


2003: Cym. 
Butterfly Kisses 
‘Viridian’ 


Parentage: (floribundum x 
Bold Move) 
Owner: Nardo Lenkic — 
Springfield Orchids 
Hybridiser: as above 
The first peloric/novelty 
winner of the SAGE, and 
one of the few small-flow- 
ered pelorics available. 
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2004: Cym. (no registration 
found) ‘Crystal Cascade’ 


Parentage: (Dolly’s Sleeping x Summer 
Clouds) 

Owners: Judy Schaefer and Bill Temple 
Hybridiser: Schaefers Orchids 
Pure colour white miniatures are always 
popular and this attractive and shapely 
example is no exception. 


2005: Cym. 
Kimberley 
Lagoon 


Parentage: (Valley 
Zenith x Kelly’s 
Winter) 
Owners: Moss and 
Rosemary Bray — Sims 
Orchids 
Hybridisers: as above 
A quality large-flow- 
ered green of outstand- 
ing colour and a vigor- 
ous and floriferous 
example of a modern 
hybrid. 
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Winner of the 


CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


2005 SAGE Competition 


e made our version of the hybrid 

Cym. Kimberley Lagoon in 2001 
using Cym. Kelly’s Winter ‘Patricia’ 
with Cym. Valley Zenith ‘Concorde’. 
Before flowering this year’s SAGE win- 
ner we had flowered about six to eight 
plants from the cross, but the others were 
only average in terms of quality. The 
2005 winner was only a relatively small 
plant when shown, consisting of two 
mature bulbs and a developing growth, 
and carried one spike with 11 good-sized 
blooms. This is the sort of result we are 
looking for in a new hybrid — rapid 
growth from the flask and capable of 
producing a good flowering on a small 
plant. The colour outcome was pleasing, 
being a strong, clean green with a good 
contrast from the white, red-banded 
labellum. 

Both Rosemary and I would like to 
express our thanks to Bob Campbell and 
SAGE Horticultural for sponsoring this 
award as we consider growing good 
seedlings an important part of 
Cymbidium cultivation, and the SAGE 
Cymbidium Seedling of the Year com- 
petition plays a major role in promoting 
the variety and quality available in new 
Cymbidium hybrids — and showing that 
variety and quality to many thousands of 
orchid growers through the pages of 
Cymbidiums Australia in the Australian 
Orchid Review magazine. 

Beginning in the mid-1980’s, and 
with about six plants, the orchid bug bit 
as soon as they flowered. Very quickly 
our collection grew from six to 60 and, 
about the same time, Rosemary and I 
saw an advertisement in a newspaper 
about a Cymbidium club being formed, 
so we attended the inaugural meeting 
and have only missed three meetings 
since, due to holidaying overseas. With 
our yard soon filled with plants, we built 
a new house of a very big block that 
allowed room for a shade house of about 
50 x 40m in size, which did not take long 
to fill. 

After building up a good business in 
cut flowers, we decided to try our luck 
with seed pods and, having a few of them 
set, we thought we would process them 
ourselves and purchased a laminar flow 
cabinet and built a small laboratory in 
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Cym. Kimberley Lagoon 


* 


Owned and hybridised by Moss and Rosemary Bray 


the shed. This was soon replaced by a 
much larger area in the house when our 
sons married and left their rooms vacant. 
We connected them to make one large 
room and bought a bigger laminar flow 
cabinet. 

The next step was to retire from my 
job as a Building Inspector with local 
government and we registered our nurs- 
ery as Sims Orchids. A few years later 
Rosemary retired from her job with 
National Pharmacies and how we both 
work on the orchids exclusively and, 
with a family property at Willunga, we 
have been able to expand even further by 
building another shade house three quar- 
ters of a acre in size. 

We have approximately 20,000 plants 


in the two shade houses, with about 30- 
40% of them being seedlings. Most of 
my work is done in the laboratory as we 
do contract work for overseas and inter- 
state customers, plus producing. all of 
our own hybrids and clones. Rosemary 
looks after the Willunga shade house, 
staking up pot plant and cut flower 
plants. 

We enjoy the work and also enjoy our 
involvement in the Cymbidium Club of 
South Australia as well as participating 
in orchid shows and events, and particu- 
larly like sharing what we’ve learnt with 
other orchid growers and new club mem- 
bers. | 
Moss and Rosemary Bray 
Willunga, South Australia 
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China Visit 


by Graham Morris from Valley Orchids and Moss Bray from Sims Orchids 


Administration, lunch room and packing buildings. 


Packing, laboratory and growing buildings. 
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Fk just over 12 months Valley Orchids 
and Sims Orchids have been doing 
business with a huge Cymbidium orchid 
nursery in China. The Chinese were seek- 
ing very large numbers of cymbidiums to 
establish a pot plant nursery near Kunming 
(a very big city), in Yunnan Province (in 
the south west of China), approximately 
three and a half hours by air, due north of 
Kuala Lumpur. They had visited Adelaide 
on three occasions recently, the last time 
for the National Cymbidium Show in late 
August 2005. At that time they asked us to 
visit them to see what they were doing and 
to further establish a good and trusting 
business arrangement. Due to time limita- 
tions from our own building program we 
wanted to visit them in 2006. In early 
October 2005 they again strongly 
requested that we visit them and gener- 
ously offered to pay all expenses. This arti- 
cle outlines our adventure. What we saw 
was amazing. 

We departed Adelaide on Tuesday 11th 
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Tunnel houses and shadecloth growing areas. 


October and flew to Kuala Lumpur, where 
we stayed overnight and finally arrived at 
Kunming at 1pm on Wednesday. We were 
met at the airport by the three company 
directors, an interpreter, and a chauffeur 
driven vehicle. We were immediately 
taken to our hotel which, in itself, was 
quite spectacular. It is rated as 5-star and is 
quite something to see — very opulent. 
After short discussions we were taken to a 
Cymbidium nursery operated by a friend, 


Flowering plants — note stakes and benches. 
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about 40 kilometers from Kunming, in a 
rural environment (paddy fields, etcetera). 
The nursery was huge, covering some 
17,000 square meters, with large numbers 
of magnificently grown cymbidiums being 
lovingly cared for.by large numbers of 
staff. From there we went to another, even 
bigger, Cymbidium nursery of over 30,000 
square meters. Again the plants were 
growing magnificently. Huge numbers of 
plants were about to flower. The foliage 


was very green by Australian standards 
and virtually all flowering size plants had 
four or more flower spikes. All the plants 
were remarkably even in size, not like in 
Australia where we have the heroes (large 
plants), the normal size plants and a few 
slow growers and, often, plants which do 
not spike. Most of the plants were in 7-inch 
(175mm) pots. There was almost a com- 
plete absence of any bad leaf markings 
(black spots and leaf tip dieback) and also 
virtually no backbulbs or leaf husks. 

On Thursday we traveled approxi- 
mately 40 kilometers north east of the city 
to our host’s nursery. It is situated in a rural 
environment and quite isolated from most 
modern facilities. Getting there was quite 
an experience. The city component saw us 
trying to share the roads with huge num- 
bers of bicycles, cars, buses, trucks, 
motorcycles, tut-tuts, horse and donkey 
drawn vehicles, and what looked like 
rotary hoes with a carriage behind and of 
course large numbers of pedestrians. 
There seemed to be no road rules other 
than the bigger you were the more rights 
you had. Trucks just seemed to push in on 
everything. Bicycles and pedestrians just 
kept out of the way of everything. Every 
vehicle had a weapon — its horn. It was 
sounded continually to tell another vehicle 
to get out of the way — and they did. The 
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roads were generally very wide and there 
were not many traffic lights. The Chinese 
drivers are either very skilled or very lucky 
because we did not see any accidents dur- 
ing our stay there. 

Once out of the city, there was an assort- 
ment of roads, from 4-lane expressways 
(not well maintained), to very poor dirt 
tracks. Toll stations were numerous (four 
payments in the 40km trip), with some even 
on poorly made, unsealed dirt tracks. The 
countryside varied from quite hilly, to farm- 
land, in which large numbers of peasants 
could be observed working from sunup to 
sunset, probably seven days a week. 
Virtually no farm machinery was seen. It 
would have been a very hard working 
lifestyle if one lived in those areas. Housing 
was very primitive by Australian standards. 

When we eventually arrived at the nurs- 
ery we were absolutely amazed. It was 
huge and magnificently built and, even 
more amazingly, had been built in just 12 
months. At the moment they have approx- 
imately 200,000 square meters of growing 
houses (20 hectares or 44 acres). We 
thought our new nursery was big — some 
11,000 square metres or about the size of 
an Australian rules football field — theirs is 
20 times as big as ours at the moment. 
More than half is huge, modern tunnel 


os 


Flowering plants on special benches. 
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Tunnel growing houses. 


houses, plastic and shade cloth covered. 
The remainder is conventional shade cloth 
covered growing houses. The plastic tun- 
nel houses have cooling equipment to keep 
temperature extremes to a minimum. Most 
of the plants are housed on an ingenious 
benching system (more later). The plants 
seemed to be growing even better than 
those at the previous nurseries, with some 


big growing houses containing in excess 
of 25,000 plants, all looking remarkably 
consistent in size and virtually every plant 
in spike with four to eight spikes in a 7- 
inch pot. All plants have a plastic coated 
steel stake inserted for every spike, at an 
early stage of spike development. 

Large numbers of ladies were ever pre- 
sent, tending to the plants. They seemed 
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Management team of Yunnan Nurseru with Moss and Graham. 


very happy in their work. The nursery 
employs over 100 staff, some still active 
with building work. They work from 8am 
till noon, have a two hour lunch, during 
which most return home by bicycle, then 
return to work from 2pm till 6pm, six days 
a week. Salary is very low. 

As previously mentioned, the benching 
is quite substantial and quite innovative. 


The large plants (7-inch pots) were sup- 
ported by tight, horizontal wires held 
about a meter above ground by steel 
frames about 2.5 metres apart. The pots 
had a very tough, wide lip, to lock onto the 
wires on each side of the pot. Smaller 
plants sat on huge, rolling benches, which 
virtually eliminates wasted space, usually 
allowed for walkways. 
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The support structures and features of 
the nursery were as impressive as the plant 
growing areas. A huge administration 
building (three stories high), a big lunch- 
room, including a well equipped restaurant 
type kitchen, a huge, solid brick packing 
area, a big impressive tissue culture labo- 
ratory (five work stations at present but 
room for more later), a guard house (fully 
manned), two big emergency electricity 
generators (each 75kVA) and associated 
control and distribution equipment, a huge 
50 metre high water tower, a water purifi- 
cation building, plus numerous air condi- 
tioning plants attached to most buildings 
and growing houses. There were substan- 
tial concrete paths and roadways, with 
deep concrete drains parallel to many path- 
ways. Each growing area had its own con- 
crete fertiliser tank, connected to the sprin- 
kler system. 

The plants presently in cultivation were 
a mix of plants sourced from many differ- 
ent areas. The flowering size plants were 
bought in from their parent company in 
Korea. They were bought in in shipping 
containers and were planted on in the last 
12 months. Many shipping containers 
must have been used to transport the huge 
number of plants in cultivation. Other 
medium size plants had been sourced from 


finest and spectacular cymbidiums; 


Schaefers Orchids cymbidiums; 


Opening Times — All Welcome 
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e acomprehensive listing of many of the 


e many of the latest varieties are now 
available as flowering size or in flower; 


e special first time release of exclusive 


Fridays all year 9 — 3 Saturdays 9.00 to 2.30 April 1 to Oct 21 
Please note Nursery closed all public holidays and January. 
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e@ Seven new Special Package Offers 
specifically designed for beginners, 
showbench and commercial growers 
all at greatly discounted prices; 


e Bill’s super fertiliser now available for 
mail orders; 


If you were expecting, but have not as yet received, a copy of the 2006 catalogue it means we have missed you on 
our new mailing list. Please send stamped self addressed envelope for an immediate copy to be sent to you~ 
and to be included in our mailing list for special new releases as they become available. 


Address 


New 2006 
Cymbidium 
Catalogue 


Our huge new 16 page cymbidium catalogue now available and featuring: 


Nursery located in Sydney 15 minutes north of Castle Hill at 
30 Mansfield Rd, Galston NSW 2159. Tel 02 9653 1784 


© greatly expanded mail order service; 


@new seedling lists featuring some 
great new cascading crosses; 


esome famous old timers including 
virus free Alexanderi Westonbirt. 
FCC/RHS. 
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One of the flowering areas. 


laboratories, mainly in Japan (again hun- 
dreds of thousands). We also saw 60,000- 
70,000 plants, which we supplied just last 
February, growing at an amazing rate and 
all the same size (no runts or dead ones). 
Most were 30-40cm in leaf length, just six 
months from flask. 

To produce a consistent, top quality 
flowering plant, they practice substantial 
pruning of excess new leads and spikes, on 


plants not considered old enough to 
flower. Australian growers would have 
been distressed to see the huge containers, 
full of discarded leads and spikes. 

One could go on and on about this nurs- 
ery. It was mind blowing!!. It did contain 
millions of cymbidiums in all stages of 
development and the nursery is still in its 
infancy. Management indicated to us that 
they wish to produce 300,000 plants per 


year soon and, in a few years, up to 
750,000 per year. Even at this early stage, 
this nursery produces more than we pro- 
duce in all of Australia each year. 

We only spent just over three days in 
China. The experience was overwhelming. 
In Kunming we personally seemed to be 
quite a novelty. Obviously not many west- 
erners are seen there at present. We were 
regularly stared at, but overall the people 
were very friendly, courteous and helpful. 
The management and staff at the nursery 
could not have been more helpful and they 
certainly spared no expense and effort to 
ensure we were well looked after. They 
seem to have a very good business ethic 
and very much wanted to cement a trusting 
and long term business venture. 

In the little spare time we had available, 
they showed us just a few of the tourist 
attractions of the area. We saw unbeliev- 
able local markets selling virtually every- 
thing, lots of produce stalls, some lovely 
restaurants and, on the last day, the most 
remarkable group of tourist villages 
demonstrating traditional living styles 
from the many regions of China. This fea- 
ture covered hundreds of acres and con- 
tained 30 or 40 magnificent villages from 
the various Chinese areas. Many hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of attendants were 


‘Electric’ is one of our 
exclusive pure 
colour varieties 
which we have 
used as a parent in 
our current cata- 
logue. Many 
other exclusive 
parents are also 
featured. 


Contact us by e-mail, letter, fax 
or phone to receive your free 
copy of our current catalogue. 
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We have a large range of 
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HANDBOOK 
Price $10.45 including postage 
ALAN’S PEST and DISEASE 
HANDBOOK 
Price $18.70 per copy including postage 
* Nursery open most weekends 
for all your orchid requisits 
* Growing classes held monthly 


PHONE: 0247 395 141 
Fax 0247 398 090 


3 email: mirannorchids@pnc.com.au 
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Multispiking plant held on special wire bench. 


dressed in colorful costumes of their area 
and were very busy depicting the way of 
living in the respective village. One could 
have spent many days learning about the 
Chinese heritage. 

On Saturday we left Kunming (late) and 
flew to Kuala Lumpur where we arrived 
too late to meet our connection flight to 
Adelaide. Originally we were to spend a 
day in KL and catch a flight that evening 
to Australia. By the time we arrived in KL 
we were re-scheduled to fly with another 


Leads and spikes removed from plants. 
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Plants seven months from flask. 


airline departing very early Sunday morn- 
ing, flying over Adelaide to arrive in 
Sydney late Sunday afternoon. On arrival 
in Sydney we had just a few minutes to 
clear customs and immigration to catch a 
domestic flight to Adelaide. We arrived 
back in Adelaide early Sunday evening. 
Our visit was too short (but short for 
business reasons) and we look forward to 
more visits soon. Our Chinese hosts intend 
to visit Australia two or three times each 
year. The orchid movement can benefit 


Be 
& 


DAVID 


KEANELLY 
ORCHIDS 
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CYMBIDIUM 
~@ ORCHIDS 


Quality Cymbidium Mericlones for 
the showbench or enthusiast 
Telephone or Write for Catalogue 


22 Emmett Street Golden Square Victoria 3555 
- Phone (03) 5442 4806 Mobile 0411 352 036 
Email dkorchids@smartchat.net.au 


greatly from international contact. We 
intend to work hard to ensure a long and 
mutually rewarding relationship with 
these growers. It is likely that they will 


seek plants from many growers in 
Australia. Moss and I are to act in their 
interests here and expect to involve other 
local growers later to help meet the 
requirements of their nursery. | 
Graham Morris 

PO Box 143 

McLaren Vale, South Australia 5171 


PHONE: 041 239 1989 


TOM BURIAN ORCHIDS 


Nursery open weekends 
(other times by appointment only) 
* * * LOTS OF NEW RELEASES AVAILABLE * * * 


TOM BURIAN ORCHIDS 
R.S.D. 87, STRATHALBYN, S.A. 5255 
Nursery at:— Lot 25 Heinjus Road, Strathalbyn, S.A. 5255 


Phone: 041 239 1989 
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Displaying Your Plants 


by Dean Roesler 


Display by Ezi-Gro Orchids 
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s we progress through this fascinating 

hobby of growing orchids, at first in 
our own backyard, and then more often 
than not in a club environment, there are 
ample opportunities to fulfill our every 
dream. 

People grow orchids for many and var- 
ied reasons. For some the challenge of 
growing and flowering these beauties is 
reward enough. There are those who 
derive great satisfaction from flowering 
new seedlings, while others find their 
incentive on the showbench. 

Being part of a successful show by set- 
ting up your own display, or with one or 
two friends (this can be great fun), or even 
having a plant or two in the composite area 
can be a most rewarding experience. Here 
are a few tips that may be helpful to you 
when displaying your plants. 


Styles of displays 

Yes, there are different types of displays 
you may wish to do! In some cases, how- 
ever, this may well be decided for you by 
a show committee. For instance they may 
have made the decision that the display 
area will be in the form of a massed island 
floor display, with individual exhibitors 
being allotted a certain area. 


Massed island display 

When displaying in a massed, island 
display it is important that your area 
blends in with the overall effect the show 
has set out to achieve. If, for instance, a 
theme has been decided on for the show, 
then it is important that you adhere to such 
a theme. It is also important to remember 
your neighbors — the blending in with each 
other’s plants near boundary lines is criti- 
cal. 


Table-top display 

This type of display is ideally suited for 
showing off a group of smaller plants, or 
even one large specimen, where the least 
possible distraction from other plants is 
advantageous and can be readily achieved. 
Remember when doing a table-top display 
to have none of the actual table visible 
when the display is completed. This can be 
achieved by using a lovely lace table cloth, 
coloured material, or even hessian, dyed 
green or black, and draped right down to 
the floor. 


Free standing display 

A free standing display has space 
around its extremities and, because it does 
not join up with other displays, it allows 
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for much more freedom of expression and 
style. It is important to remember that a 
free standing display can be viewed from 
all sides and, therefore, must have good, 
even, visual impact from all angles. Try 
and create a focal point on at least two 
sides of the display if it is an oblong shape, 
or on all four sides of a square display. 


Backing onto display 

We have previously discussed those 
types of displays which stand alone. 
However, the majority of displays will be 
what I would call for a better definition, 
backing onto displays. For example, back- 
ing onto a wall or partition that has been 
provided for the sole purpose of setting off 
the display against a backdrop. The back- 
ing onto display, lends itself ideally to the 
tiered effect that is used widely in most of 
the orchid shows. This type of display is 
probably the easiest of all to do because 
visual impact is achieved from just the one 
angle — front on. 

Now we have established the types of 
displays that can be created let’s determine 
the style of display most suited to our 
orchids and ideas. 


Styles of displays 
Natural style display 

The natural style of a display lends itself 
to displaying your plants in an environ- 
ment which closely resembles nature. 
Plants can be featured amongst garden- 
like settings, with the use of foliage plants, 
rocks, ferns, waterfalls, rock pools, moss, 
logs and other appropriate materials, all 
blending in with the beauty of the flowers 
without detracting from them. Most 
importantly, when doing this style of dis- 
play, create the illusion of old father time 
— make it look as if the plants are actually 
growing right there in the display. 
Modern or contemporary style display 

This style of display is more suited to 
those who like using lots of props, or set- 
tings which can be created to blend in har- 
moniously with fewer plants than are nor- 
mally used in the massed island type dis- 
play. For example, a room setting may be 
created with pots of orchids standing in 
cane pots and baskets, or ceramic holders, 
or a scene creating the theme of the show 
with orchid plants strategically placed 
amongst it. 


Helpful hints 

® Commence your display from its high- 
est point and generally with the tallest 
plants. The exception to this rule would be 
in the event of best orchid also being your 
tallest, in which case it is advisable to fea- 
ture it closer toward the front of your dis- 
play. 

@ Feature your taller plants at the back — 
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Display by Royale Orchids 


Display by Phil & Joy Grech, Keith Moss, Anne Murphy, Jack & Mary Pianta, Dean & Mary Roesler 
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Display by Graham Guest, Simon Lenkic, Dean & Mary Roesler 


aS 


r- 


Display by Brian & Dorothea Noble 
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Display by Peter & Rose Gibson 
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smaller or miniature types generally look 
better when placed in front of these plants, 
or when featured in groups and singularly 
toward the front of the display. 

e A blending of both upright and arching 
spikes adds a more natural effect to your 
display. 

@ Place you better quality plants in posi- 
tions where they are easily seen by judges 
and public alike. Remember these are the 
plants you want to create that visual 
impact with. 

@ Make sure backing plants such as ferns 
and foliage plants are of good quality and 
neat appearance — quality orchids can be 
embarrassed by poor quality backing 
plants. 

© Remember the eye level at which your 
display will be viewed from. It may be 
necessary to prop up some plants on a 
lower level for a better viewing angle, or 
vice versa, plants on a higher level may 
need to be leant forward a little for better 
viewing. 

© Group plants together for greater visual 
effect remembering to achieve a balance 
between plant sizes and colours. Or, you 
may wish to group colours together, this 
too can be done most effectively. 


Special effects and highlights in your 
display can be created with the use of a 
wide variety of materials which can be fea- 
tured singularly, or in combination with 
one another. The following are some 
examples of what can be used: 
® Water Falls, Fountains, Rock Pools. 

@ Lighting, Music. 

© Artificial Lawn, Instant Lawn. 

® Moss, Baby Tears. 

® Cane Pots and Baskets, Ceramic Pots. 
® Dried Autumn Leaves, Pine Needles, 

Pinebark. 
® Slate, Tiles, Bricks, Pavers. 
© Moss Rocks (or the lighter variety made 

from papier-mache, or pieces of foam 

block). 
© Logs, Mallee Stumps, Driftwood. 
@ Material. Hessian. 

The importance of well groomed plants 
for displaying cannot be over emphasized 
and, although this subject could well be 
featured in another article, I will touch 
briefly upon it. It is pointless to go to a lot 
of trouble setting up a display only to spoil 
it with poorly groomed orchids. Give care- 
ful consideration to the following: 
© Training of spikes so that the best pos- 
sible presentation can be achieved is 
essential. Presentation of spikes in either 
an arching or upright position, with manip- 
ulation of flowers for best results requires 
careful attention from the time the flower 
buds emerge from the sheath until such 
time as the flowers are fully open and the 
spikes have set. 
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Display by David and Carolin Allen and Rob and Noe Smith. 
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Gold Sash winning Medium Display at Ararat in 2004 by Dean Roesler 
(Dean’s last display — cut stems only, and perhaps one of his best). 
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Display by Glenda Coutts, Ken West and Terry Poulton. 


Display by the Cymbidium Orchid Club of Western Australia — National 
Show 2004. 
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Display by Phil & Joy Grech, Keith Moss, Anne Murphy, Jack & Mary Pianta, Dean & Mary Roesler 


Combine colours to compliment and accentuate each other 


Display by Dean & Mary Roesler 
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» Stakes and twist-ties are vital tools for 
grooming and presentation. However, they 
must never detract from the overall pre- 
sentation — make them as unobtrusive as 
possible. And remember, no silver stakes 
with ends sticking up above the top 
flower! 

@ Make sure your pots are weed free and 
the outside of the pot is clean. I personally 
like to see all pots covered in some way, 
with either moss, material, or by being fea- 
tured in cane or ceramic pots. 
® Remove dead leaves, husks, sheaths, 
and any unsightly leaf tip die back without 
excessive trimming, which detracts from 
appearances. Clean leaves with a damp 
cloth. A few drops of white oil added to the 
water will give a nice glossy effect but, 
however, be careful not to use too much. 
© Labeling of plants is most important, 
with the name of the plant and your 
exhibitor’s number being shown on the 
appropriate show label. Make sure it is 
clearly written so that all can read it. And 
be sure to place the name of the plant close 
to the flowers it represents. All too often I 
have seen names placed on the leaf of a 
plant and put into the display and when 
other plants are positioned nearby it 
becomes difficult to tell which plant 
belongs to the name tag. 
© Oh, and be careful transporting your 
potential champion to the show venue — 
it’s not much fun having gone to all this 
trouble only to see it lying upside down in 
the back of your vehicle, with broken 
spikes and damaged flowers. Pack plants 
in boxes for transport using half filled 
plastic bags of sand to keep them in place, 
or cut out the pot size you wish to transport 
in the bottom foam box, turn the box 
upside down and your pot will fit snugly in 
place. However you do it, make sure the 
get there safely! 4 

Dean Roesler 
20 Lawson Road 
Kalbeeba, SA 5118 
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BUYER'S GUIDE 


Buy, sell or swap. Five lines (approximately thirty words) for only $30, each additional line 
(approximately six words) $4 (includes GST). 


THE ORCHID ACADEMY — Corres- 
pondence courses on all aspects of orchid 
growing for beginners, advanced growers 
and anyone contemplating employment in 
the orchid industry. Clear, concise courses 


written by qualified trainer with over 50 
years’ experience in orchids. For brochure 
phone or fax (07) 5528 6190 or visit our 
website: www.theorchidacademy.com.au 


2006 ORCHID EVENTS — WHAT'S ON! 


15-17 April 2006 — Southport Orchid Fair, 
Southport, Qld 


22-23 April 2006 — Collectors’ Rare Plant 
Fair, Bilpin, NSW 

29 April 2006 — Stawell Garden Expo, 
Stawell, Victoria 

12-14 May 2006 — Ballina Orchid Fair, NSW 


19-21 May 2006 — Victorian International 
Orchid Fair, Greensborough, Victoria 


8-11 June 2006 — Sub-Tropical Queensland 
Orchidfest, Bribie Island, Qld 


9-11 June 2006 — 41st Tropical Queensland 
Orchid Conference, Townsville, Qld 


24-25 June 2006 — Mingara Orchid Fair, 
Central Coast, NSW 


1-2 July 2006 — Victorian Country Orchid 
Clubs Challenge, Horsham, Victoria 


2 July 2006 — Tinonee Orchids Open Day & 
Show, Tinonee, NSW 


20-23 July 2006 — Australian Orchid 
Conference, Port Macquarie, NSW 


28-30 July 2006 — Central Coast Orchid 
Spectacular, Gosford Showground, NSW 
4-6 August 2006 — The Orchid Spectacular, 
Gosford Racecourse, NSW 

11-13 August 2006 — Sydney Orchid 
Extravaganza, Dural, NSW 

18-20 August 2006 — St Ives Orchid Fair, 
St Ives, NSW 

18-20 August 2006 — Melbourne 
International Orchid Spectacular, 
Keysborough, Victoria 

7-10 September 2006 — Australian 
Springtime Flora Festival, Mt Penang, NSW 
22-24 September 2006 — Hunter Wetlands 
Orchid Festival, Shortland, NSW ~ 

8 October 2006 — Hills District Orchids Open 
Day, Northmead, NSW 

13-15 October 2006 — Southern Orchid 
Spectacular, Cronulla, NSW 

4-5 November 2006 — Tweed Orchid Fair, 
Tweed Heads, NSW 


3 December 2006 — Easy Orchids Open Day, 
Northmead, NSW 
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outstanding exhibits shown at Orchids Expo 2005 in Hamilton, New Zealand. 


Odontioda Shelley Anne is a hybrid made by Andy Easton and grown by Alan Locke and was one of the 2 
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